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ABSTRACT 
In the Spring of 1901 Kingston Debating Society [KDS], founded in 1886 and 

still in existence [see https://www.kingstondebating.org.uk], had 48 members, 

although not all attended the debates held in that season. All were male: women 

were not allowed to join until 1947. They represented the various sections of 

middle-class society at the time and no manual workers were identified.  All 

were well-educated.  Only four members were born in Kingston, 41 members 

were born elsewhere in the British Isles, one was born in Australia, one was 

born in Germany and one was born in Switzerland.  Just under 70% of members 

were heads of household.  Roughly 60% of were married and of these about 

one half had resident children.  Roughly 50% lived in a household with at least 

one resident servant. Some members had annual salaries that would have 

made them much better off than a skilled tradesman at the time and some, 

when they died, were considerably wealthy, as evidenced by probate records.  

When elected to membership, the age range was 21 - 72, with a mean age of 

about 33 years.  Roughly 50% was under 30 years of age and most was under 

40 years of age, when elected.  Of the 42 whose age upon death was found, 

the range was 50 - 93 years of age, with a mean of 71 years of age.  KDS  

members had a greater life expectancy at birth than 40 - 45 years, which was 

usual for most of the population of England and Wales at the time. However, 

this cannot be attributed solely to their membership of KDS. Other factors need 

to be considered when accounting for the finding. Perhaps simply being middle 

class was the biggest determinant of increased life expectancy and this needs 

investigation. The only stated qualification for membership was a good 

reputation and election was by secret ballot.  About 40% worked in business as 

employers or employees. The remainder included medical and dental 

practitioners, lawyers, teachers, civil servants, local government officers, three 

Roman Catholic priests and a trained Presbyterian minister.  The Town Clerk, 

Clerk to the Justices, the Medical Officer of Health and a former Mayor were 
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members: arguably they were among the leading men of Kingston.  All but one 

appeared to be in full time work but nevertheless they were prepared to attend 

debates that started at 8.15 pm and extended until late in the evening.  This 

suggests that they still had sufficient energy left after a day’s work and 

welcomed the intellectual stimulus that an evening debate provided.    

INTRODUCTION 
The Kingston Debating Society [KDS], one of the oldest societies in the Royal 

Borough, was founded in 1886.1   It continues to meet in evenings during the 

Autumn and Spring months [see https://www.kingstondebating.org.uk].   

Margaret Bird and Richard Worthington’s book, “The Kingston Debating 

Society. The first hundred years, 1886-1986”  [hereafter referred to as “The 

History” or “History”]  reviews the Society’s origins, meeting places, 

membership, finances, possessions, annual dinners and visits, rules and the 

range of topics debated by KDS.2  The very well researched and detailed 

History reflects a century of social and political change and provides information 

on the background of some of the members.   Another secondary source, 

published in 1931 and cited in The History, is George Washington Fox’s book 

“Some Memories”.  He was a prominent member of KDS in its early days 

[below].  Hereafter it is cited as “Fox”.3  Finally, Guy Routh’s study “Occupation 

and pay in Great Britain, 1906-60”, published in 1965 and hereafter cited as 

“Routh”, provided insight into the earnings of some of the members of KDS.4  
The KDS archive holds almost the whole set of original minute books 

covering the Society’s existence and the great majority of its printed 

programmes.  Two original programmes that were issued to members in the 

year 1901 for the Spring evening debating session, which started on 17 January 

and ended on 25 April, were sources for this study.  One lists the current 

members and officers and the other lists the motions for debate – see Figures 
1 & 2.  The KDS archive’s minute books which cover the period from 22 

September 1892 until 29 March 1906 record the election of members and who 

was present at the various debates. They were also sources for this study.  I 

am most grateful to Mrs Margaret Bird, Honorary Archivist of KDS, for arranging 

access to this invaluable material, for providing the images used in Figures 1 
& 2 and for most helpful comments on an earlier draft of the paper.     
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Figure 1. Programme of the Kingston Debating Society, Spring Session, 

1901, listing members and officers.  From the archives of KDS. 
 

 
Figure 2. Programme of the Kingston Debating Society, Spring Session, 

1901, listing motions for debate.  From the archives of KDS. 
 

 For local history researchers, important events in the twentieth century are 

the Censuses of 1901, 1911 and 1921, carried out on the nights of 31 March, 

2 April and 19 June respectively.  The digitised Enumerators’ books of 1901 

and 1911 are available on the searchable Ancestry and Find My Past 

databases. The 1921 records are available on the Find My Past database.  
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Digitised Probate records, from the Ancestry database, state the place of death 

and effects.  Together, this material and other records – for which references 

will be given - provided an opportunity for research on the membership of KDS 

in the Spring of 1901.   

ABBREVIATIONS 
KDS,  Kingston Debating Society; BA,   Batchelor of Arts degree; BCL, 

Batchelor of Civil Law degree; BSc,  Batchelor of Science degree; Conjoint 

Diploma,   Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England & Licentiate 

of the Royal College of Physicians of London; DPH,   Diploma in Public 

Health; DSc,  Doctor of Science degree; FRCS,   Fellow, Royal College of 

Surgeons  of England; GP,   General Medical Practitioner; JP,  Justice of the 

Peace, LDS Licentiate in Dental Surgery,  Royal College of Surgeons      of 

England; LSA,   Licentiate of the Society of Apothocaries of London; MA, Master 

of Arts degree; MD,  Doctor of Medicine degree;  MRCS,  Member of the 

Royal College of Surgeons of England; NACC, National Archives Currency 

Converter; RC, Roman Catholic; SCC, Surrey County Council; WW1,  First 

World War, 1914-1918. 

MEMBERS OF KDS, SPRING, 1901 
In the Spring of 1901, KDS had 48 members. It met in the Assize Courts at 

Kingston upon Thames, starting at 8.15 pm – see Figure 1.  Some biographical 

information may be found below. 

MR. H. H. D. ANDERSON  
Harold Hilton Drew Anderson was elected on 22 November 1894. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 34. Born in Lewisham, Kent, he lived at "Mayfield", 

Langley Avenue, Surbiton.  He was married with no resident children and was 

a cement manufacturer with employees. He was the head of a household with 

two resident servants.   Up to 1900, he was a manager in his father’s cement 

company, which was the oldest in the industry.  By 1927 he was the managing 

director of The Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers Ltd, The British 

Portland Cement Manufacturers Ltd and Chairman of The Cement Marketing 

Company Ltd.  He was extremely well known in the cement industry, in which 

he had spent his entire business career and was interested in all forms of sport, 

being best known as a tennis and racquets player.5  He was not found in the 

1911 and 1921 Census Enumerator’s records and the evidence indicated that 
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he was out of the UK on many occasions, probably on business trips.  Probate 

records showed that he died on 7 December 1947, aged 80, at the Grand Hotel, 

Folkestone, Kent, leaving effects of £154,873. 

MR. W. J. BAILEY  
William John Bailey was elected on 26 October 1898. In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 28. Born in Frimley, Surrey, he  lived at 59 Elton Road, Kingston. He 

was unmarried and was a clerk. He lived in his father’s household, which had 

no resident servants. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 15 Ceres Road, Kingston, 

remained unmarried, was a chauffeur, and was living in a household, with no 

resident servants, the head of which appeared to be a relation of his.6   He was 

not found in the 1911 and 1921 Census records and no Probate record was 

found for him. 

MR. W. BELCHER  
William Henry Belcher was elected on 4 April 1898 but there was no evidence 

that he attended KDS meetings thereafter. In the 1901 Census he was aged 

45. Born in Barnet, Hertfordshire, he lived at "Castle Douglas", Cranes Park, 

Surbiton. He was married with four resident children and was a brick 

manufacturer with employees. He was head of a household with two resident 

servants.   In the 1881 Census he was a brick manufacturer in Earley, near 

Reading, Berkshire. The 1891 Scottish Census found him, his wife, Hester, and 

four children living in Edinburgh where he was an insurance manager.   Charles, 

one of his children, aged 2, was recorded as being born in Scotland which 

suggested that the family had moved there by 1889.  Possibly, he did this to 

avoid his creditors in England. 7   He was adjudged bankrupt by the Berkshire 

County Court in 1894 and moved to Kingston, where in 1895-1896 he started 

as a builder, constructed 95 houses on the Fairfield estate, and was elected as 

Councillor for the Norbiton Division of Kingston.8  He was disqualified from 

seeking re-election because he did not meet the residence qualification, 

although his estate office was within the Norbiton Division.9  He professed 

Socialism and on 2 April 1898, the Surrey Comet reported that he chaired a 

temperance dinner in Kingston, to celebrate an election victory by the Kingston 

Labour Party. In August 1899, William Belcher entertained a group of Kingston 

councillors on a day trip to his extensive brickworks in Warnham, Sussex.10 On 

7 November 1900 the Surrey Comet reported that he, having become the 
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Liberal Candidate for Dudley, was entertained to a banquet by his supporters 

in that town.   In 1901 he was elected as President of the Kingston Anti-

Vaccination Society and presented a drinking water fountain on Queen’s 

Prominade for the benefit of the public.11  He then purchased the West End 

Brickworks in Northolt, Middlesex. Additionally, he was an agent for the Sun 

Insurance Office. 12  In 1905, after he had moved from Kingston, he was again 

bankrupted. 13   In the 1911 Census, he lived at 95 New Bond Street, London 

W, and was a chemical company director.  He was running his business from 

his home and employed two of his children who were also living there. In the 

1921 Census he lived at 36 Bolton Gardens, Teddington, Middlesex, and was 

a director of a company at 95 New Bond Street, London W1.  The 1939 Register 

found him and his wife Hester living in Anglesea Road, Kingston.  Probate 

records showed that he died at Anglesea House, 11 Anglesea Road, Kingston, 

on 3 October 1949, aged 93, leaving effects of £880. 

 

 
Figure 3. Photograph probably taken at the opening ceremony of the 

opening of Councillor Belcher’s fountain on Queen’s Promenade, April 
1901.  The Surrey Comet, 20 April 1901, reported that he was present, 

together with Mr H A Winser & Dr H Beale Collins; all members of KDS.  
From the collection of David A Kennedy 
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MR. J. BELCHER  
John Henry Belcher was elected on 28 September 1, 1899, at the same 

meeting as Rev. C. Lutz and Rev. du Plerny [below]. In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 39.  Born in Aberdeen, Scotland, he was a visitor in the household of 

Charles Rowland Cooper, a district manager of an insurance office, in Rednal, 

Bromsgrove, Worcestershire.  John Henry Belcher was married and was 

recorded as a builder who was an employer.14   The 1901 Kingston Electoral 

Register showed that he lived at 9 Geneva Road, Kingston.  The 1901 Census 

for Kingston showed the head of the household at this address as Rebecca 

Belcher [i.e., John Henry Belcher’s wife], aged 40, born in Northampton. Living 

with her was her son, John E. Belcher, aged 12, born in Erdington, Staffordshire.   

John Henry Belcher studied at Aberdeen University and New College in London, 

trained for the Presbyterian ministry before becoming a Congregationalist 

minister and then a Unitarian minister. 15  It is unclear whether he was a 

practicing minister of religion when described as a builder in the 1901 Census. 

He was the Minister of Hackney Labour Church, also known as St. Thomas 

Square Chapel. The Christian Socialist League was founded in his house in 

1899.  In Kingston, in 1900, he presided over “Pleasant Sunday Evenings for 

the People”, which combined basic Christian worship with Socialism.  He spoke 

at meetings of the Kingston Humanitarian Society, opposed the compulsory 

vaccination of children against smallpox and spoke against the Boer War.16  At 

the KDS meeting on 5 October 1899 he voted for the motion “That we should 

not be justified in declaring war against the South African Republic”, but there 

was no evidence that he attended KDS meetings thereafter.   He founded the 

Plymouth branch of the Independent Labour Party and was a Unitarian Minister 

in Plymouth and Devonport for six years.17  In the 1911 Census he lived at 66 

Elgin Mansions, Paddington, London with his wife Rebecca and was a Unitarian 

minister.  He died in March 1912 in Maida Vale, London, aged 50. He was 

described as “a speaker of considerable eloquence and a well-informed and 

cultured man”.18  No Probate record for him was found.  Were William Henry 

Belcher and John Henry Belcher related?  On 2 April 1898, the Surrey Comet 

reported that at a temperance dinner in Kingston, chaired by Councillor W. 

Belcher, to celebrate an election victory by the Kingston Labour Party, Mr J. H. 

Belcher, the Chairman’s brother, gave an “interesting speech on Socialism”.  
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On 15 December 1900 the newspaper referred to John Belcher as the "brother" 

of Councillor Belcher.   In a report of the funeral of John Henry Belcher, the 

Western Daily Mercury of 20 February 1912 reported that William Belcher was 

his brother.   However, a study of English and Scottish Census returns 

provided no evidence that William Henry Belcher and John Henry Belcher 

actually were siblings, although they may have been distantly related. Both had 

connections with Socialism, with insurance and with property development. 

However, William Belcher was born in Barnet, Hertfordshire, the son of William 

Belcher, a farm labourer, while John Belcher was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, 

the son of Joseph Belcher who was an assurance agent.  Perhaps, being 

professed Socialists, they referred to each other as “brother” and the 

newspaper reporters assumed that they were siblings.   

MR. T. E. BENNETT  
Thomas Eli Bennett was elected on 16 November 1898. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 75.  Born in Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, he lived at 51, London Road, 

Kingston. He was unmarried  and was a teacher of languages and music. He 

was head of a single household with no resident servants.  In the 1851 Census 

he was an unmarried schoolmaster, aged 24, a member of staff at the Union 

Workhouse, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire.  In 1865 he was living in St. 

James Road, Kingston, the occupier of a house and premises, according to the 

Electoral Register.  In the 1871 Census, aged 40, an unmarried schoolmaster, 

he was living in St. James Road, Kingston, with his two sisters and a servant. 

In the 1878 Post Office Directory of Kingston he was recorded as a private tutor.  

In 1906 he was living at No. 2, New Almshouses, London Road, Kingston. 

Probate records showed that he died on 13 December 1908, at the Victoria 

Hospital, Kingston, aged 82, leaving effects of £119 to Alfred Gaydon, Valentine 

Knapp and George Washington Fox, solicitor. The last two were original 

members of KDS [below].   

MR. W. BURTON  
Walter John Howard Burton was elected on 28 September 1898. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 27. Born in Reading, Berkshire, he lived at 66 Richmond 

Park Road, Kingston. He was unmarried and was a shipbroker’s clerk.   He 

lived in his father’s household with no resident servants.  He was not found in 

records of the 1911 and 1921 Censuses.  Probate records showed that Walter 
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John Howard Burton, of 29 Braxted Park, Streatham, London, died on 24 

August 1953 at the South Western Hospital, Stockwell, London, aged 79, 

leaving effects of £10,572. 

MR. E. BURCHARDT  
Ludwig Burchard was elected on 19 October 1898. In the 1901 Census, 

nobody with the surname “Burchardt” or variant of it was found in the Kingston 

area.  However, in the Surrey Electoral Registers of 1900 and 1901 a “Ludwig 

Burchard” was found at "Heathfield", 26 Liverpool Road, Kingston.  In the 1901 

Census, the house was unoccupied.  The 1891 Census found Ludwig Burchard, 

aged 35, living at 171 Croydon Road, Penge, Surrey. He was born in 

Mechlenburg, Germany, was married with two resident children, and was a 

merchant.  He was the head of a household with one resident servant. "Mr. 

Burchardt" was present at KDS meetings on 2 November 1898 and 12 October 

1899.    It was assumed that this was the man who was a member of KDS in 

1901. He was not found in the 1911 and 1921 Census or Probate records. 

DR. H. B. COLLINS  
Henry Beale Collins was elected on 20 April 1893. In the 1901 Census he was 

aged 49. Born in Devonport, Devon, He lived at 18 Lingfield Avenue, Kingston. 

He was married with six resident children, and was a retired Royal Navy 

surgeon and a medical officer of health. He was the head of household with two 

resident servants.  The debating list showed that on 24 January 1901 he 

opposed the motion “That a conquered nation should not be allowed to retain 

its language” and on 7 March 1901 he proposed “That this house would 

approve of an offensive and defensive alliance with Russia”. On 11 December 

1901 the Surrey Comet published his letter, clearly aimed at the Kingston Anti-

Vaccination Society, of which Councillor William Henry Belcher [above] was 

President,  in which he accused them as “disseminators of half-lies and semi 

truths”. The Kingston electoral register showed that Dr Collins lived in Liverpool 

Road, Kingston Hill,  from 1895 to 1899 and that by 1900 he was living in 

Lingfield Avenue, Kingston.  The Medical Directory, 1905, recorded that Dr 

Collins studied at King’s College Hospital Medical School, London, where he 

obtained the MRCS & LSA qualifications and later he obtained a DPH.  He once 

served as a Surgeon in the Royal Navy and was formerly an Assistant Instructor 

in Naval Hygiene at the Royal Hospital, Haslar. He was the author of the book, 
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“The Hygiene of Schools and Scholars” and contributed three articles to 

medical  journals.  He was Medical Officer of Health for Kingston and President 

of the Thames Valley Branch of the British Medical Association. The History 

recorded that he was KDS president in 1898-99 and on 13 February 1890 

donated the ballot box, which is still in use, to the Society.19 The   1911 Census 

found him living at 16 Surbiton Road, Kingston, and was head of a household 

with five resident children and no resident servants.  The History showed that 

he was still a member of KDS in 1914. He had an entry in the 1915 Medical 

Directory and possibly in that year he was still Medical Officer for Health for 

Kingston at the age of 63.  In 1901, Dr Collins annual basic salary as Kingston’s 

MOH was £300 [worth about £23,452 in 2017].20  Probate records showed that 

he died at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight on 12 September 1918, aged 66, leaving 

effects of £414.    

MR. J. A. CLEMENCE  
Joseph Auguste Clémence was elected on 1 November 1894. In the 1891 

Census, John Auguste Clémence, aged 47, was found at  "Chasseral", 

Liverpool Road, Kingston, born in Switzerland, he was married with three 

resident children and was a watch manufacturer and importer who was head of 

a household with two resident servants.  On 1 October 1898, the Surrey Comet 

reported a farewell dinner at the Sun Hotel, Kingston, in the honour of Mr. 

Clémence, before he moved to the Isle of Wight.  This was attended by over 40 

men including Justices of the Peace, Aldermen, Councillors and other 

prominent citizens.  The Rev. W. G. Morley, of St. Raphael’s Church, the Rev. 

C. Lutz of St. Agatha’s Church and Mr. Homersham, both members of KDS 

[below] also were present.  The chairman, Charles E. Nuthall, JP, in his address 

said that Mr. Clémence had lived in Kingston for 25 years, had devoted himself 

unselfishly to good works, had been an active member of the consultative 

committee of the Victoria Hospital, had interested himself in the intellectual and 

moral culture of the town’s young people, was a member of the technical 

education committee and had shown a great interest in St. Agatha’s School at 

Norbiton.  The 1901 Census found Joseph Auguste Clémence living as a 

boarder at 19 Montague Street, Bloomsbury in London while his second wife 

Flora was recorded as head of a household in Sandown, Isle of Wight.  An 

interpretation of this situation is that while his permanent home was at Sandown, 
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Mr. Clémence, who had become a naturalised British citizen, needed a base in 

London from which to conduct his business affairs.   Flora Clémence died in 

1906 and the 1911 Census recorded Joseph Auguste Clémence at 17 Walpole 

Road, Surbiton where he was living with two of his daughters.   Probate records 

showed that he died on 31 January 1915, at "La Chaumiere", 17 Walpole Road, 

Surbiton, aged 71, leaving £10,702 to Eustace Sherrard, solicitor and member 

of KDS [see below], and two others.  

MR. H. CORNES  
Herbert Frederick Cornes was elected on 8 February 1900. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 30. Born in Teddington, Middlesex, he lived at “River 

Mead”, Hampton Wick, Middlesex.  He was unmarried and was as a law student.  

He lived in his father’s household with three resident servants.  His father, 

Frederick Cornes, was an eastern merchant.  Herbert Federick  gave a speech 

at the KDS annual dinner in May 1901. He was a student at the Inner Temple, 

was called to the Bar on 17 November 1902 and was an established barrister 

by 1905, with chambers in London.21  Previously he worked as a manager in 

his father’s company in London and then in a similar capacity in Kobe, Japan.22  

On 28 March 1901, he proposed the motion “That Members of Parliament 

should be paid for their services as such”. The History showed that he was still 

a member of KDS in 1914.  He was not found in 1911 Census records but in 

the 1921 Census he was still living in his father’s household in Hampton, 

Middlesex.  Probate records showed that he died on 2 May 1945 in Tunbridge 

Wells, Kent, aged 74, leaving effects of £87,740.    
REV. R. CHRISTALL  
Robert George Christall was elected on 27 September 1900. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 27. Born in Kensington, London, he lived at "Elm View", 

Maple Road, Surbiton. He was unmarried, as befits a Roman Catholic priest,  

living in the household of Emile du Plerny, also a Roman Catholic priest [below] 

with two resident servants.23 Having studied for the priesthood at St. John’s 

Seminary at Wonersh in Surrey, Fr. Christall was assistant priest at St. 

Raphael’s Church, where Fr. du Plerny was the parish priest.24 On 21 March 

1901 Fr. Christall proposed the motion “That this House prefers the Victorian 

era to the Elizabethan”. In 1902, he moved to Shoreham, Sussex,  where he 

was an assistant priest until 1913.  He then moved to Walworth, London, and 
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in 1915 he was appointed rector of Slindon, Sussex.  In August 1923, he was 

appointed parish priest of St. Joseph’s, Epsom, where he served for nearly 

thirty-three years.25   Probate records showed that he died in St. Anthony’s 

Hospital, Cheam, Surrey, on 5 June 1956, aged 82, leaving effects of £759.   

DR. A. M. DALDY  
Arthur Mantell Daldy  was elected on 22 February 1894. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 31. Born in Romford, Essex, He lived at 25 Claremont Road, 

Surbiton.  He was unmarried, was   a physician and surgeon [i.e., he was a GP] 

and was head of a household with one resident servant.  The Medical Directory, 

1900, recorded that Dr. Daldy studied at Guy’s Hospital Medical School, 

London.  He gained honours in his Batchelor of Medicine degree examinations 

and obtained an MD degree before being elected FRCS.  He was in partnership 

with Dr. Goodman [below].   On 25 April 1901 he opposed the motion “That the 

Commander in Chief should be a member of the cabinet”. In the 1911 Census 

he was a GP in Hove, Sussex, was married with a resident child and was head 

of a household with three resident servants.  1921 Census records  showed 

that he was a GP in Hove. The 1942 Medical Directory showed that lived in 

Hove and was Consultant Surgeon at Sussex Eye Hospital and Ophthalmic 

Surgeon to Hove Borough Education Committee.  Probate records showed that 

he died on 31 December 1946, at Hove, aged 76, leaving effects of £40,854.   

MR. F. DU BOIS  
Frederick Du Bois was elected on 28 October 1897. In the 1901 Census, he 

was aged 33.  Born in Brompton, London, he lived at "Trianon", Crescent Road, 

Kingston.  He was married with two resident children and was a solicitor with 

employees.  He was the head of a household with two resident servants.  In the 

1911 Census he was a self-employed solicitor and lived at 27A, Kings Road, 

Chelsea.  He was married with two resident children and was head of a 

household with no resident servants. He was not found in 1921 UK Census 

records, but Canadian records showed that he died, a widower, aged 78, in 

North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on 4 March 1949.26   

REV. E. DU PLERNY  
Emile Guillaume Etienne Du Plerny was elected on 21 September 1899.  His 

father was born in France and his mother in Belgium.27 In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 44. Born in Lambeth, London, he  lived at "Elm View", Maple Road, 
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Surbiton. He was unmarried, as befits a Roman Catholic priest. He was head 

of a household that included the Rev. Robert Christall [above] and two resident 

servants.  He gave an “able and humorous” speech at the KDS annual dinner 

in May 1901.  Obituaries in The Tablet magazine recorded that he was 

educated at St. Edmund’s College, Ware, Hertfordshire, and studied theology 

at St. Sulpice in Paris. Ordained in 1880 at St. Thomas’ Seminary, 

Hammersmith, he was a priest at Brighton, Sussex, before he became the 

priest of St. Raphael’s Church, Kingston in 1899.  Later he founded missions in 

East Molesey and Walton on Thames, both in Surrey.  In addition, he was 

Assistant Diocesan Inspector of Schools, ministered to many exiled French 

communities and was appointed Southwark Diocesan Secretary.28   On 28 

February 1901, he proposed “That modern amusements do not supply 

sufficient relaxation for the mind”.   Probate records showed that he died at his 

presbytery in Surbiton, on 20 March 1907, aged 50, leaving effects of £1,239.    
MR. C. FISHER  
Charles Fisher was one of the original members of KDS. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 37. Born in Doncaster, Yorkshire, he lived at 55 Tanfield Road, 

Norbiton.  He was unmarried and was a private tutor with an Oxford MA.  He 

was a boarder in a household with no resident servants.   The membership list 

showed that he was one of the two Honorary Secretaries of the Society together 

with Mr. H. E. Howard [below]. Alumni Oxoniensis recorded that he graduated 

from St. Edmund Hall, Oxford in 1886. On 17 January 1901 he proposed “That 

the construction of the Channel Tunnel is desirable” and on 14 February 1901 

he proposed “That poetry is a criticism of Life”.  He gave a recitation at the KDS 

annual dinner in May 1901.  In the 1911 Census he lived at 11 Alexandra Road, 

Kingston. Then, he was a married private tutor and occasional journalist with 

no resident children and head of household with one resident servant.  Probate 

records gave his address as  “Seathwaite” Arundel Road, Peacehaven, Sussex, 

and showed that he died at the East Sussex Mental Hospital in Hellingly, 

Sussex, aged 66, on 11 October 1930, leaving effects of £1,306. 29   
MR. G. W. FOX  
George  Washington Fox was one of the original members of KDS. In the 

1901 Census he was aged 38. Born in Kingston, he lived at “Gough House”, 57 

Eden Street, Kingston. He was unmarried and was a solicitor who was Clerk to 
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the Kingston Justices, i.e., he was a senior local government official.  The head 

of his household was his mother, a widow living on her own means, with one 

resident servant. On 17 January 1901, he opposed the motion “That the 

construction of the Channel Tunnel is desirable”.  He sang a song at the KDS 

annual dinner in May 1901.  In 1903 his annual salary was £400 [worth about 

£31,269].30 In the 1911 Census he was still living at 57 Eden Street with the 

same occupation, was married with two resident children and head of a 

household with a resident governess and two resident servants.  The History 

recalls that George Washington Fox was always impeccable dressed as 

became a Victorian gentleman, with top hat, frock coat, etc., continued to wear 

this “uniform” for some time after a more relaxed style had been adopted 

generally,  was a man of great presence with a very austere manner who  had 

great respect for the law.  Probate records showed that he died at "Coombe 

Bury", Kingston Hill, still a member of KDS, on 22 August 1939, aged 76,  

leaving £29,000.   
MR. W. M. GELDART  
William Martin Geldart  was elected on 24 September 1896. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 30. Born in Manchester, he lived at 15 Park Road, 

Kingston. He was unmarried and was a barrister at law. The Head of his 

household was his mother, Charlotte Fredericka Sophie Geldart, a widow, born 

in Württemburg, Germany, and there were no resident servants. The 

membershp list showed that he was the President of KDS.  The History 

recorded that he was the nephew of Francis Geldart [below]. He studied at 

Balliol College, Oxford, won various prizes, graduated MA in 1892 and later 

graduated BCL.  He was called to the Bar from Lincoln’s Inn in 1897 and later 

became the Vinerian Professor of English Law at Oxford University, where he 

was a Fellow of All Soul’s College.  He advocated the graduation of women at 

Oxford and was Chairman of the University's Delegacy for Women Students.31 

The Law Library at St. Anne's College is named after him.32 On 14 February 

1901 and 7 March 1901, respectively he opposed the motions “That poetry is a 

criticism of Life” and “That this house would approve of an offensive and 

defensive alliance with Russia”.  It appeared that he moved to Oxford in late 

1901 and at the annual KDS dinner in May 1901 his “great ability, courtesy and 

skill in debate” was lauded in his absence. In the 1911 Census, he lived in 
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Oxford, was a professor of English Law, was married with no resident children 

and head of a household with two resident servants. During WWI he worked for 

HM Treasury and was awarded a CBE for his service. The 1921 Census, on 19 

June, found him still a law professor at Oxford.  He suffered from ill health for 

some time and in late 1921 undertook a sea voyage, together with his wife, on 

medical advice.33 Probate records showed that he died in Kingston, Jamaica, 

on 12 February 1922, aged 51, leaving effects of £6,860.    

MR. F. GELDART 
 Francis Geldart was elected on 12 October 1899. In the 1891 Census he was 

living on his own means, in Bowden, Cheshire, was married with two resident 

children, both born in Auckland, New Zealand, in the household of his 

stepmother, a widow, with three resident servants.  That his resident children 

were born in New Zealand, indicated that he was a returned emigrant.  In the 

1901 Census he was aged 44. Born in Altrincham, Cheshire, he lived at The 

Limes, Priory Road, Hampton, Middlesex. He was married with five resident 

children and was recorded as a self-employed insurance agent. He was the 

head of a household with no resident servants. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 

"Felthorpe", Hampton on Thames, Middlesex, was a music teacher with private 

means, was married with five resident children and one boarder. He was head 

of a household with no resident servants.  The History related that in 1920 his 

reminiscences, published under the pseudonym "Cross Southern", were 

presented to KDS.  Clearly this reflected his time in New Zealand where the 

constellation of the Southern Cross appears at night and which features in its 

national flag. Fox recorded that for upwards of 30 years Francis Geldart was a 

member of KDS.  The 1921 Census found him living at Hampton, a retired 

farmer.  Probate records showed that he died at Hampton, on 19 October 1932, 

aged 75, leaving effects of £19,490.  
MR. H. G. GIBSON  
Henry George Gibson was one of the original members of KDS. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 42. Born in High Onger, Essex, he lived at 49 Gibbon 

Road, Kingston. Alumni Oxoniensis recorded that he studied at Wadham 

College and was awarded an MA in 1884.  Fox credits him as the “fons et origo” 

of KDS whose letter in the Surrey Comet of 30 September 1886 called for the 

initiation in Kingston of a society like the existing Athenaeum at Richmond.34 In 
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the History, Henry Gibson’s address, when he wrote the letter, was 5 Grove 

Crescent, Kingston. Surrey Electoral Registers showed that in 1887 Henry 

George Gibson lived at 1 Spring Cottages, Albert Road, Richmond, and that in 

1892 he rented two rooms, at 4 shillings a week, in 4 Ashley Road Richmond.  

On the 1 January 1887, the newspaper announced that Mr Gibson, MA, was, 

on 19 April 1887, to give a talk to the Richmond Athenaeum entitled “History as 

embodied in the name of places”.   It seems likely that Henry Gibson had 

accommodation in Richmond up to 1892 and most probably was a member of 

the Richmond Athenaeum when his “fons et origo” letter was published. The 

History records that Henry Gibson was the headmaster of the Albany School. 

An advertisement in the Surrey Comet of 2 April 1882 stated that the school 

was shortly to be re-opened  by Henry G. Gibson, MA “to receive a few 

applicants” and that earlier the principal of the school had been Mr Finlay 

Gibson.35   This advertisement suggested that the school’s address was 6, 

Silverdale, Surbiton Road, Kingston.  Early in 1887, Henry Gibson, giving his 

address as 5 Grove Crescent, Kingston, advertised that the Albany School had 

arranged an examination for boys over 11 years of age, who were not already 

pupils at the school, in Latin, English subjects, mathematics and French for one 

scholarship, tenable for one year, worth £15. Candidates could offer Greek in 

addition, but “special stress” would be laid on Latin Grammar and no boy should 

enter the examination without an elementary knowledge of that subject.36   An 

advertisement in the Surrey Comet of 10 November 1894 made no mention of 

the Albany School but stated that Henry Gibson received pupils at 6 Silverdale 

and “visits in London, Kingston and any of the intermediate places, pupils 

preparing for the University and other examinations”.  The overall impression 

was that the Albany School was a short-term enterprise for Henry Gibson and 

that basically he was a private visiting tutor.  In the 1901 Census, Henry Gibson 

was married with no resident children and was a self-employed teacher of 

Greek. He was the head of a household with no resident servants.  He was 

elected as a Councillor for Canbury Ward, Kingston in 1904.37  In the 1911 

Census he was a teacher of Greek still living at 49 Gibbon Road, Kingston, was 

married, had a resident adopted daughter and no resident servants. The History 

showed that Councillor Gibson was still a  a member of KDS in 1914. Fox, as 

cited in the History, recorded that Henry Gibson was in debates “of graceful 
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gesture to enforcing his points he had no command; but with hands dependent 

and crossed over a waistcoat which early showed a tendency to become 

expansive, and with confident, challenging eyes glancing right and left, he 

would pour forth a copious stream [of which the source was the pure well of 

English undefiled] of almost vehement eloquence”. Probate records showed 

that Henry Gibson died at Kingston, on 26 December 1916, aged 71, leaving 

effects of £71.     

DR. R. N. GOODMAN  
Roger Neville Goodman was a member by 27 October 1892 when he 

proposed a motion “That this Society observes without regret the decline in the 

power of the Press”. In the 1901 Census he was aged 38. Born in Cambridge, 

he lived at 5 Richmond Road, Kingston. He was married with one resident child 

and a Doctor of Medicine [GP] who was an employer. He was head of a 

household with four resident servants.   Phillipson’s Kingston Directory, 1901, 

recorded that Dr. Goodman was one of the vice-presidents of the Kingston 

District Liberal Association. The Medical Directory, 1905, recorded that Dr. 

Goodman studied at London University, Cambridge University and at the 

London Hospital Medical School.  He obtained BSc, MA and MD degrees, the 

Conjoint Diploma and a DPH diploma.  Among other appointments, he was a 

surgeon at Kingston’s Victoria Hospital and at the Kingston Provident 

Dispensary.  He was in partnership with Dr Daldy [above] and Dr John Owen 

who practiced in Kingston.   The History, citing Fox, recorded that Dr 

Goodman was the first Freeman of the Royal Borough of Kingston upon 

Thames who was born in the town and the eighth to receive that honour.38  

However, Census records from 1871 to 1911 confirmed that Dr Goodman was 

born in Cambridge; not Kingston.  Moreover, Fox stated that Dr Goodman 

played an important part in reviving the Society in 1891 after interest in it had 

flagged in 1890. In the 1911 Census  he lived at "Thursley", 29 Kingston Hill, 

was married with no resident children and was head of a household with three 

resident servants. The History showed that he was still a member of KDS in 

1914. The 1921 Census showed that he was still a GP living in Kingston.  The 

Surrey Advertiser in 1932 announced Dr Goodman’s retirement after 42 years 

of medical practice and service to the welfare of the people of Kingston.  The 

article described him as a true philanthropist, noting that he took a leading part 
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in the establishment of the Kingston Central Aid Society and gave unstinted 

support to the Kingston Victoria Hospital and the Kingston Nursing Association.  

He was for many years Chairman of the Governors of Tiffin School and 

Kingston Grammar School who in 1904 lead strong opposition to the 

amalgamation of the two schools and was instrumental in raising a fund of 

£1,500 [£117,850 in 2017] to ensure the survival of the Grammar School. 

Moreover, Dr Goodman gave handsome financial assistance when Kingstonian 

Football Club was threatened with extinction for lack of a ground of its own.39  
The 1941 Medical Register recorded him as a GP in Princes Risborough, 

Buckinghamshire.  Probate records showed that he died in the Acland Nursing 

Home, Oxford, on 9 July 1941, aged 78, leaving effects of £30,793.  

MR. J. H. GOOLD  
John Hayden Goold was elected on 4 February 1897. In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 32. Born in Gloucester, he lived at "Ulverston", The Avenue, Surbiton.  

He was married with no resident children and was a solicitor.  He was head of 

a household with two resident servants.   Fox recorded that he was a student 

at Wadham College and graduated MA.  A KDS membership list gave his 

address as “County Hall”, which suggested that this was his place of work, i.e., 

Surrey County Hall in Kingston. The Programme showed that he was the Vice-

President of the Society. On 21 February 1901 he proposed “That the proposals 

common to the majority and minority reports of the Commission on Licensing 

should be carried into law”.  He took the chair at the KDS annual dinner in May 

1901. Fox recorded that he became the Clerk of Essex County Council.  In the 

1911 Census, he lived at Wotton Lodge, Ingatestone, Essex, was a solicitor 

employed by the County Council, was married with one resident child and was 

head of a household with three resident servants. The 1921 Census found him 

still living in Ingatestone and by this time he was recorded as the Clerk to Essex 

County Council.  Probate records showed that he died at Ingatestone on 2 June 

1937, aged 68, leaving effects of £65,352.   

MR. C. G. GRAVES  
Charles Godolphin Graves was elected on 21 January 1897. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 42. Born in Clerkenwell, London, he lived at 41 St. James 

Road, Kingston. He was married with one resident child and was a self-

employed accountant and auditor. He was head of a household with two 
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resident servants. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 9 Grove Crescent, Kingston, 

was an incorporated accountant and chartered secretary, was married, had two 

resident children and two resident servants.  He was not found in the 1921 

Census  records.  Probate records showed that he died on 18 December 1942 

at Saffron Walden, Essex, aged 83,  leaving effects of £6,765.   

MR. E. HODGES  
Edgar Ernest William Hodges was elected on 4 October 1900. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 33. Born in Islington, London, he lived in Priory Road, 

Hampton, Middlesex. He was married with no resident children and was a 

stockbroker’s clerk.  He was head of a household with one resident servant.  

He lived next door to Francis Geldart [above]. In the 1911 Census he lived in 

Chevening, Kent, was a stockbroker, was married and was head of a household 

with three visitors and one resident servant.  The 1921 Census found him living 

in Sevenoaks, Kent, and he was still a stockbroker.  Probate records showed 

that he died at Exmouth, Devonshire, on 24 April 1940, aged 72, leaving effects 

of £1,418.  

MR. A. W. HOMERSHAM  
Alfred Wyeth Homersham was one of the original members of KDS. In the 

1901 Census he was aged 44.  Born in London, he lived at 18 Richmond Park 

Road, Kingston. Married with two resident children,  he was described in the 

Census as an "ironmonger shop keeper" who was an employer. He was head 

of a household with two resident servants. According to the Surrey Comet, he 

came to Kingston in 1883 from Winchester, Hampshire, where he was in trade,  

and in that year married the daughter of Thomas Jones, the proprietor of the  

Surrey Metal Warehouse in Clarence Street.  Mr. Homersham was taken into 

partnership and the business became known as “Jones and Homersham”.40   
The evidence indicated that rather than being just the keeper of an 

ironmonger’s shop, Mr. Homersham was a principal of a large builders’ 

merchant business, which also dealt in scrap metal from the building industry. 
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Figure 4. Alfred Wyeth Homersham, one of the original members of KDS, 
Mayor of Kingston upon Thames, Nov. 1896 – Nov. 1897. Photograph of 

a portrait in the Guildhall of Kingston taken by David A Kennedy.  
 

He was Mayor of Kingston in 1896-97 [Figure 4] and was a Justice of the Peace.  

In the 1911 Census, he lived at Giggs Hill, Thames Ditton, Surrey, was still an 

ironmonger, who was an employer, was married with one resident child and 

was head of a household with three resident servants. He was not found in 

1921 Census records but the 1922 Surrey Electoral Register showed that he 

was living at ''Lampeter", Mount Hermon Road, Woking, Surrey.  Probate 

records showed that he died in Woking Cottage Hospital on 22 June 1931, aged 

74, leaving effects of £11,088.   

MR. H. E. HOWARD  
Harry Edward Howard was elected on 12 November 1896. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 32. Born in Brighton, Sussex, he  lived at No. 2, Park View, London 

Road, Hampton, Middlesex. He was married with one resident child and was 

an elementary schoolmaster. He was head of a household with no resident 

servants.  Fox recorded that he was the headmaster of St. Luke’s Boys’ School 

in Kingston. On 28 February 1901, he opposed the motion “That modern 

amusements do not supply sufficient relaxation for the mind”.  He sang a song 

at the annual dinner in May 1901. In the 1911 Census he lived at "Hawsthorpe", 
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Richmond Road, Kingston, was married with one resident child, was the head 

teacher of an elementary school, and head of a household that included his 

retired father and one resident servant.  The 1921 Census found him still living 

in Kingston where he was the headmaster of a public elementary school.  

Probate records showed that he died at Chalford, Gloucestershire, on 22 

February 1938, aged 69, leaving effects of £377.   

MR. A. JACKSON 
Arthur Jackson was elected on 19 November 1896. In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 43. Born in Newbury, Berkshire, he lived at 39 Grove Lane, Kingston.  

He was unmarried and was a bank clerk. He was a boarder in a household with 

no resident servants.  A KDS membership  list  gave his address as the 

London & County Bank which suggested that this was his place of work, 

presumably in Kingston. In the 1911 Census, he was unmarried and lived at 2 

The Broadway, Walton on Thames, Surrey and was a still a bank clerk.   He 

was head of a household with two resident servants.  Probate records showed 

that he died on 13 November, 1918, when he was living at 2 The Broadway, 

Walton on Thames, Surrey,  aged 60, leaving effects of £6,922. A local 

newspaper account of his funeral, in Kingston, said that he had been manager 

of a bank in Kingston for 17 years and thereafter manager of a bank in Walton 

on Thames for several years and was “much esteemed both in Walton and in 

Kingston”.41 

REV. C. J. LUTZ  
Caspar John Lutz was recorded as a visitor to the meeting on 16 January 

1896 and was elected on 21 September 1899 together with the Rev. E. G. E. 

du Plerny [below]. The 1871 Census showed that he was the son of William 

Lutz, a professor of music, born in Bavaria, Germany. In the 1901 Census, 

Caspar Lutz was aged 39. Born in Clapham, Surrey, He lived at 1 Wyndham 

Road, Kingston. He was unmarried as befits a Roman Catholic priest. He was 

head of a household with one resident servant. He was the priest of St. Agatha’s 

Church, Kingston, had studied at St. Thomas’ Seminary, Hammersmith and 

was ordained at St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark, in 1889.42  In the 1911 

Census he lived at "St Marys", Carshalton Road, Sutton, Surrey and was 

described as a "clerk in holy orders".   He was head of a household that 

consisted of another resident clerk in holy orders and three resident servants.  
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The 1921 Census, found him in the Royal Hotel, Harrogate, Yorkshire, where 

probably he was on holiday.  Probate records showed that he died at Sutton on 

6 March 1924, aged 62, leaving effects of £288.   

MR. H. MACAN  
Hugh O’Donoghue Macan was elected on 23 November 1898.  In the 1901 

Census he was aged 40. Born in Belfast, Ireland, he lived at 15 Fassett Road, 

Kingston. He was married with three resident children and was described as 

"organising secretary to Surrey County Council" i.e., he was a senior local 

government official who, according to the Surrey Comet of 19 July 1905, was 

chief adviser to SCC’s Technical Education Committee. He was head of 

household with three resident servants.   Alumni Oxoniensis  recorded that 

he studied at Queen’s College, and graduated MA in 1887.  The Motions List 

showed that on 31 January 1901 and 28 March 1901, respectively, he opposed 

the motions “That this house is in favour of the establishment of a Catholic 

University in Ireland” and “That Members of Parliament should be paid for their 

services as such”.   Fox recorded that after some years of service to SCC 

Council, Macan relocated to South Africa, where he died.  However, the Surrey 

Comet of 19 July 1905 reported that at the Assizes in Guildford, Macan had 

entered a guilty plea to a charge of unlawfully and indecently assaulting a girl 

aged seven, possibly under the influence of alcohol at the time, and had been 

sentenced to four months in prison without hard labour.  The relatively lenient 

sentence was imposed by the judge in consideration of the plea which excused 

the victim and her mother from the ordeal of cross-examination.  It was 

assumed that after he had served his sentence, after resignation or dismissal 

from his post at County Hall and bankruptcy, Mr. Macan had relocated to South 

Africa.  On 9 July 1905 the Surrey Comet reported that when employed by 

Surrey County Council his annual salary was £1,200.  The evidence indicated 

that Macan had left his wife and family behind in England. Sadly, his son, a 

Captain in the East Surrey Regiment, aged 20, was killed in WW1.43  
MR. W. F. MELLERSH  
William Francis Mellersh was elected on 18 January 1899. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 30. Born in Chichester, Sussex, he lived at "Nyburn Villa", 

Ewell Road, Surbiton. He was married with two resident children and was a 

dental surgeon. He was head of household with four resident servants and one 
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resident pupil, a dental student.    He studied at Charing Cross Hospital, London, 

and in 1893 obtained the LDS diploma.44 In the 1911 Census, he lived at 63 

Vineyard Hill Road, Wimbledon, was married with two resident children and 

head of a household with three resident servants.  The evidence suggests that 

he had dental practices in Harley Street and Wigmore Place, both in 

fashionable parts of London. The 1921 Census found him living in Maida Vale, 

London, with a practice in Harley Street.  Probate records show that he died, 

on 20 December 1947, at 22 St. Edmunds Terrace, Marylebone, London W1, 

aged 76, leaving effects of £80,760.   

MR. A. S. MILLAR  
Archibald Scott Millar was elected on 22 February 1900. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 25. Born in London, he lived at  "Wrest Villa", Wolsey Road, Esher, 

Surrey. He was unmarried and was a "self-employed professor of music", i.e., 

he was a music teacher. He was a lodger in a household with no resident 

servants.  In the 1911 Census he was a visitor at 38 Priory Road, Kew, Surrey, 

and was then described as "a private secretary". The household had one 

resident servant. He was not found in 1921 Census records. Probate records 

showed that he died on 7 June 1945, aged 69, at The Royal Hospital, Richmond, 

Surrey, leaving effects of £455.  

MR. B. N. OAKESHOTT  
Benjamin Nettleton Oakeshott was elected on 7 December 1893.  In the 1901 

Census he was aged 53.  Born in Strood, Kent, he  lived at  "West View", 

Richmond Road, Kingston. He was married with no resident children and was 

a  self-employed accountant. He was head of a household with one resident 

servant. The 1881 Census showed that he was the father of Benjamin Morris 

Oakeshott [below], whose family was then living in Lambeth, London. A London 

Post Office Directory recorded that he practiced as an accountant at 61 and 62 

Chancery Lane, London.  In the 1911 Census, he was married and lived at 

Newenden, Kent, a retired accountant, he was head of a household with no 

resident children and no resident servants. Death Index records showed that 

he died at Lambeth, London, in 1918, aged 70.  No Probate records were found. 

MR. B. M. OAKESHOTT  
Benjamin Morris Oakeshott and his father [above] both were elected on 7 

December 1893.  In the 1901 Census he was  aged 29. Born in Kennington, 
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London, he lived at 263 Chesterfield Road, Ashford, Middlesex. He was married 

with one resident child and was a “2nd Class Clerk in Office of Masters in Lunacy” 
[i.e, he was a Civil Servant]. He was head of household with one resident 

servant. In the 1911 Census, he lived at Bellevue, Thurlow Hill, West Dulwich, 

was a “2nd class clerk” in the Office of Masters in Lunacy, was married with six 

resident children and head of a household with one resident servant. Guy Routh 

in his book Occupation and Pay in Great Britain, 1906-60, states that in 1913 

the pay of a 2nd class clerk in the Civil Service was, on a twenty point scale 

average, £380 [worth about £22,417 in 2017].45 Death Index records showed 

that he died in Lewes, Sussex, in 1939, aged 68.  No Probate records were 

found.   

MR. G. F. PAGE  
George Frederick Page was elected on 10 December 1896. In the 1901 

Census he was aged 34.  Born in Kingston,  he lived at  53, Fassett Road, 

Kingston. He was married with two resident children and was an auctioneer and 

surveyor who was an employer. He was the head of household with three 

resident servants. A KDS membership list  gave his address as Eagle 

Chambers, Kingston, i.e., his place of work.46 On 18 April 1901 he opposed the 

motion “That all land should be owned by the State”. By 1907 he was a JP.47  

In the 1911 Census he lived at “Coombe Barton”, Kingston upon Thames, was 

an auctioneer & land agent, was married and head of a household with one 

visitor and one resident servant.48    He was not found in 1921 Census records.  

Probate records showed that he died in the Borough Hospital, Southampton, 

on 9 June 1941, leaving assets of £3,663.    

MR. A. PAINE  
Arthur Paine was elected on 9 December 1897.  In the 1901 Census he was 

aged 36.  Born in Tiverton, Devon, he lived at 30 Griffith Road, Wimbledon. He 

was married with no resident children and was a tea expert. He was head of a 

household with one resident servant.  The Surrey Electoral Register showed 

that he lived at 30 Griffith Road, Wimbledon, in 1903.  He was not found in 1911 

Census records or in Probate records 
MR. H. B. PINNOCK  
Hugh Bertrand Pinnock was certainly a member by 8 November 1900 when 

a Minute Book recorded that he proposed a motion “That flesh-eating is 
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irrational and demoralising”.    In the 1901 Census he was aged 24. Born in 

Fawley, Hampshire, he lived at 6 King Charles Crescent, Surbiton. He was 

unmarried and was an assistant schoolmaster.  The head of the household, 

with no resident servants, was his father James Pinnock. In the 1911 Census, 

he lived in Betchworth, Surrey, was the head of an elementary school,  was 

married with three resident children and no resident servants. The 1921 Census 

found him the headmaster of Brockham Elementary School, in Surrey.  Probate 

records showed that he died, at Brockham, on 13 July 1938, leaving effects of 

£873.   

MR. A. P. POLEY  
Arthur Pierre Poley was elected on 5 November 1889.  In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 44.  Born in Clerkenwell, London, he lived at "Pelham Villa", 

Crescent Road, Kingston. He was married with two resident children and was 

a  barrister at law. He was head of a household with one resident servant.  In 

1880 he graduated with a BA from Christ Church College, Oxford  and in the 

same year he was called to the Bar from the Inner Temple.49 He practiced on 

the Midland Circuit.50 The Motions List showed that on 7 February 1901 and 21 

March 1901, respectively, he opposed the motions “That Sir Alfred Milner 

should be recalled from South Africa” and “That this House prefers the Victorian 

era to the Elizabethan”.   In the 1911 Census he lived at 61 Howards Lane, 

Putney, London, was married and was head of a household with three resident 

children and no resident servants.  The 1921 Census found him living in 

Hammersmith, London, a barrister at law.  He died on 13 July 1939 at 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent.51 No Probate records were found for him. 

MR. W. POWELL  
William Powell was elected on 8 February 1895.  In the 1901 Census he was 

aged 37. Born in Cray, Breconshire, Wales, he lived at 73, Shortlands Road, 

Kingston. He was married with four resident children and was a commercial 

clerk and director of a public company. He was the head of a household with 

no resident servants. On 7 February 1901 he proposed “That Sir Alfred Milner 

should be recalled from South Africa”.  He was not found in 1911 and 1921 

Census records although his wife and family were shown to be living in Kingston, 

in King’s Road and Wolverton Avenue, respectively.  Probate records showed 
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that William Powell, of 10 Wolverton Avenue, Kingston, died in Jerusalem, 

Palestine, on 10 November 1923, aged 59, leaving effects of £739.   

MR. A. SAWER  
Alfred Sawer was one of the original members of KDS, according to The 

History.    In the 1891 Census, he lived in "Mill House" in Kingston, was a corn 

merchant and miller, was married and head of a household with five resident 

children and no resident servants. In the 1901 Census he was aged 54. Born 

in Ipswich, Suffolk, he then lived at "Somersby", High Street, Esher, Surrey.  He 

was  married with three resident children and was a corn merchant. He was 

head of a household with no resident servants. On 14 March 1901 he opposed 

the motion “That a duty should be levied on the import of Manufactures”.  He 

gave a recitation at the KDS annual dinner in May 1901.  In the 1911 Census, 

he still lived at "Somersby" in Esher, still was a corn merchant, was married and 

was head of a household with three resident children and his maiden aunt, aged 

84.  He died at Kingston aged 74 in 1921. No probate record was found. 
MR. E. SHERRARD  
Eustace Sherrard was elected on 12 October 1898.  In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 29.  Born in Kingston, he lived at 57 Richmond Road, Kingston, was 

unmarried, and was a solicitor. The head of the household, with four resident 

servants, was George Clifton Sherrard, his father, also a solicitor. In the 1911 

Census, Eustace Sherrard  lived at 2 Richmond Road, Kingston, was a solicitor, 

was married and head of a household with two resident children and two 

resident servants. The 1921 Census found him still living in Kingston and that 

he was a solicitor with employees.   Probate records showed that he died at his 

home in Lovelace Road, Surbiton, on 13 August 1961, aged 89, leaving effects 

of £19,157.  

MR. C. G. SHERWOOD  
Charles Gilbert Sherwood was elected on 10 March 1892. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 47. Born in Cambridge, He lived at 1 Beaufort Villas, Kingston. He 

was married with one resident child and was a solicitor who was an employer. 

He was head of a household with one resident servant.  In the 1911 Census, 

he lived at 36 Beaufort Road, Kingston, was married, was a solicitor who was 

an employer and was head of a household with one resident child and one 

resident servant. The 1921 Census found him still living in Kingston, a solicitor 
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with employees.   Of 26 St James Road, Kingston, he died on 28 May 1931, 

aged 77,  leaving effects of £1,569.   

MR. J. SOWREY  
John William Sowrey was elected on 9 April 1895.  In the 1901 Census he 

was aged 39.  Born in Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, he lived at "St. Julians", 

Robinson Road, Mitcham, Surrey.  He was married with five resident children 

and a civil servant who was a surveyor of taxes. With reference to Routh, 1965, 

it was assumed that he had the same Civil Service grade as Benjamin Morris 

Oakeshott [above], i.e., he was a 2nd Class Clerk. He was the head of a 

household with no resident servants. The Programme recorded that he was the 

Ex-President of the Society. On 18 April 1901 he proposed “That all land should 

be owned by the State”.  Fox described him as “an agreeable inspector of taxes”. 

In the 1911 Census, he lived at  Devonshire Road, Merton, SW, was described 

as  a tax inspector, was married and head of a household with five resident 

children.  The 1921 Census found him living in Staines, Middlesex, still a civil 

servant.  The evidence suggested that shortly afterwards he had become a 

market gardener in Staines and this was confirmed by an entry in the 1939 

Register.52  Of "Yeoveney Manor Lodge", Staines, Middlesex, he died on 4 

February 1945, aged 83,  leaving effects of £59,045.    

MR. D. W. WALTON  
Dudley William Walton was elected on 22 February 1899. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 26. Born in Greenwich, London, he lived at 14 High Street, 

Kingston. He was unmarried and was a journalist. The head of the household, 

with no resident servants, was his grandmother.  Fox recorded that he was a 

journalist for the Surrey Comet newspaper. On 31 January 1901, he proposed  

“That this house is in favour of the establishment of a Catholic University in 

Ireland”. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 12, Bridgeman Road, Teddington, 

Middlesex, was the editor of a trade magazine, was married and head of a 

household with two resident children and no resident servants.  The History 

showed that he was still a member of KDS in 1914.  He was not found in 1921 

Census records.  Probate records showed that he died at 12 Bridgeman Road, 

Teddington, Middlesex, on 13 July 1956, aged 81 leaving effects of £99.   
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DR. J. SIM WALLACE  
James Sim Wallace was elected on 22 November 1894.  In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 31. Born in Renfrewshire, Scotland, he lived at 29, St. James’ 

Road, Kingston. He was married with one resident child and was a dental 

surgeon. He was the head of a household with two resident servants. The 

Medical Directory, 1900, recorded that Dr Wallace studied at Glasgow 

University. He obtained the degrees of BSc and MD before he qualified as a 

dentist with the LDS diploma. He was the author of the book “Notes on Nitrous 

Oxide Anaesthesia” and contributed three articles to dental journals.  He was a 

dental surgeon at Kingston’s Victoria Hospital.  The  Medical Directory, 1905, 

recorded that he had studied at the Dental Hospital in Glasgow, the Royal 

Dental Hospital, London, at the National Dental Hospital, London, and was 

awarded the degree of Doctor of Science by Glasgow University.  He had a 

practice in Wimpole Street, London and was a Hon. Dental Surgeon at 

Kingston’s Victoria Hospital.  Fox credits him with the discovery of the cause of 

dental caries who kept a monkey in the basement of his house in St. James’ 

Road.  In the 1911 Census, he lived at 25 Penryn Road, Kingston was married 

and head of a household with two resident children and two resident servants. 

The 1921 Census found him living in Hampton Wick, Middlesex.  Probate 

records showed that he died at Hampton Wick, Middlesex, on 13 July 1951, 

aged 81 leaving effects of £9,633.   

MR. H. A. WINSER  
Harold Albert Winser was elected on 4 February 1892.  In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 41. Born in Hadlow, Kent, he lived at "Oak Lea", Gloucester Road, 

Kingston.  He was married with five resident children and was the Town Clerk 

of Kingston upon Thames.  He was the head of a household with two resident 

servants. He gave a speech at the annual dinner in May 1901. In the 1911 

Census, he still lived at "Oak Lea", was married, was a solicitor & Town Clerk 

to the Corporation of Kingston, and head of a household with four resident 

children with one resident servant. The History showed that he was still a 

member of KDS in 1914.  The 1921 Census found him Kingston, still the Town 

Clerk of Kingston.  Probate records showed that he died in Kingston on 26 April 

1928 leaving effects of £3,315.   
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MR. C. M. WILLMOTT  
Charles Milne Willmott was elected on 16 February 1893.  In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 37. Born in Kingston, he lived at 36 High Street, Kingston.   He 

was unmarried and was a brewer living in the household of his father, with one 

resident servant.  In the 1911 Census, he lived at 35 High Street, Kingston, was 

a second brewer, was unmarried and head of a household with a resident 

housekeeper. Probate records showed that he died in Kingston on 7 August 

1918 leaving effects of £1,594.   

DR. WHEELER  
Charles Edwin Wheeler was elected on 3 February 1898. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 32. Born in Adelaide, South Australia, he lived at 20, Knights Park, 

Kingston. He was married with no resident children and was a GP. He was 

head of a household with two resident servants. The Medical Directory, 1901, 

recorded that he studied at St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical School, London, 

and in Leipzig. He obtained the degrees of BSc, an MD degree and the Conjoint 

Diploma. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 24, Upper Mall, Hammersmith, was 

married and head of a household with two resident servants.  The Census of 

1921 found him living at Edenbridge, Kent, a consulting physician.  The 1941 

Medical Register showed that he was a homeopathic medical consultant.  

Probate records showed that he died on 2 February 1947, at the Homoeopathic 

Hospital in London, leaving effects of £2,47.   

MR. CHARLES JOHN WILLIAMS  
Charles John Williams was elected on 1 February 1900. In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 44. Born in Hartlepool, Co. Durham, he lived at 5 Birkenhead 

Avenue, Kingston. He was unmarried and was a merchant who was an 

employer. He was a boarder in a household with no resident servants. On 24 

January 1901 he proposed “That a conquered nation should not be allowed to 

retain its language” and on 14 March 1901 he proposed “That a duty should be 

levied on the import of Manufactures”. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 

"Springfield", Kilmington, Axminster, Devonshire, was unmarried, a retired silk 

merchant and head of a household with one resident servant.  He was not found 

in 1921 Census records or in Probate records 
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DR. WOOLLEY  
Edward John Woolley was elected on 5 October 1899.  In the 1901 Census 

he was aged 29.  Born in Hednor, Derbyshire, he lived at 7 Richmond Road, 

Kingston. He was unmarried and was a GP. He was a boarder in the household 

of Dr John G. Owen which had two resident servants.  The Medical Directory, 

1910, recorded that Dr Woolley studied at Cambridge University and at St 

George’s Hospital Medical School, London.  He obtained a BA degree, an MD 

degree and the Conjoint Diploma.  He was in partnership with Dr Goodman 

[above] and Dr Owen. In the 1911 Census, he lived at 64 Claremont Road, 

Surbiton, a GP. He was married and head of a household with two resident 

children and two resident servants. The 1921 Census found him living in 

Surbiton, a GP.  The 1925 Medical Register showed that he was a GP living in 

Surbiton.  Probate records showed that he died at Surbiton in 1925, aged 53, 

leaving effects of £7,511.   

ANALYSIS & DISCUSSION 
What sort of people were the members of KDS in 1901?  What qualifications 

were required for membership? To what social classes did they belong?  What 

were their occupations?  How old were they when elected and when they died?  

How long did they live? Where were they born?  Were they married, did they 

have children and were they householders?  What were their earnings and were 

they wealthy?  What level of education had they achieved?    These questions 

are addressed below and attendance at the 1901 debates is analysed. 

Numerical percentages have been rounded up for convenience and are 

approximations.  Sums of money expressed as their worth in 2017 calculated 

by The National Archives Currency Converter [NACC] are approximations.  

Class, membership qualification & occupations 
“Incognito”, most probably a member of KDS, in a letter published in the Surrey 

Comet on 17 November 1888, stated that the Society then consisted “of about 

30 members, representing the various sections of middle-class society” and  

there was only one qualification for membership, “anyone who desires to join 

must have what is ‘better than precious ointment’, a good name; and black 

sheep must seek some other fold”.53  There was no reason to doubt that thirteen 

years later these conditions still prevailed.   
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The History, speaking of the establishment of the Society in 1886 cites the 

following statement from Fox “The leading men of a town, with hands already 

occupied, could hardly be expected to concern themselves with the 

innumerable petty details which go to the successful inauguration of a new 

Society.”  This enigmatic statement was interpreted to mean that in Fox’s 

opinion the pioneers of KDS, including himself, were not the “leading men” of 

Kingston in 1886 when KDS was founded and that may have been true then.  

Whether some of the members of KDS in 1901 were leading men in Kingston, 

whatever that term might mean, is considered below.   

Various sections of middle-class society?  
The Concise Oxford English Dictionary defines “middle class” as the class of 

society between upper and lower, including professional and business workers 

and their families.   Table 1 shows that of the 48 members listed, nineteen, 

about 40%, were engaged in trade, industry, commerce or finance, i.e., about 

40% roughly could be classified as business workers.  Six members were 

teachers, six were legal practitioners – two barristers and four solicitors - and 

one was a law student who later qualified as a barrister.  There were four 

ministers of religion, three of which were Roman Catholic  priests and one was 

a Presbyterian minister who appeared also to be involved in building works and 

who later became a Unitarian minister.  Four were what today would be 

classified as general medical practitioners or GPs.   There were four senior 

local government officers including Kingston’s Medical Officer of Health, 

Kingston’s Town Clerk and the Clerk to the Town’s Justices: one was employed 

at Surrey County Hall.  Two members were civil servants, two were dental 

practitioners and one was a journalist on the Surrey Comet local newspaper.  It 

seems reasonable roughly to classify this group, representing about 60% of the 

membership of KDS, as professional workers.     

Another way to classify the members of KDS in 1901 with regard to Table 1 

might be in accordance with the occupational classes proposed by Guy Routh, 

i.e., Class 1A,  higher professionals, such as ministers of religion, doctors, 

dentists, journalists and chartered accountants; Class 1B, lower professionals, 

such as teachers; Class 2A, employers and proprietors, such as shopkeepers 

and proprietors of other businesses:; Class 2B,  managers and administrators, 

such as civil servants, local government officials, bank officials, building 



 32 

contractors and estate agents; Class 3, clerical workers, such as public service 

clerks, business clerks, and commercial clerks.  Importantly, manual workers, 

Routh’s Classes  5, 6 and 7, were not  evident within KDS in 1901.54    

 

TABLE 1. KINGSTON DEBATING SOCIETY, SPRING, 1901, OCCUPATIONS 
 
TRADE, INDUSTRY, COMMERCE & FINANCE 
Harold Hilton Drew Anderson, cement manufacturer with employees; William John Bailey, 
clerk; Henry William Belcher, brick manufacturer with employees; John Henry Belcher, builder 
with employees; Ludwig Burchard, merchant; Walter John Howard Burton, shipbroker’s clerk; 
Joseph Auguste Clémence, watch manufacturer & importer; Francis Geldart, insurance 
agent; Charles Godolphin Graves, accountant & auditor; Edgar Ernest William Hodges, 
stockbroker’s clerk; Alfred Wyeth Homersham, ironmonger’s shop keeper with employees; 
Arthur Jackson, bank clerk; Benjamin Nettleton Oakeshott, self-employed accountant; George 
Frederick Page, auctioneer & surveyor; Arthur Paine, tea expert; William Powell, commercial 
clerk, director of public company; Alfred Sawyer, corn merchant; Charles Milne Wilmott, 
brewer; Charles John Williams, merchant. 
TEACHERS 
Thomas Eli Bennett, private teacher of languages & music; Charles Fisher, private tutor; 
Henry George Gibson, private teacher of Greek; Harry Edward Howard, public elementary 
school master; Archibald Scott Millar, professor of music; Hugh Bertrand Pinnock, assistant 
public elementary schoolmaster. 
SOLICITORS & BARRISTERS 
Frederick Du Bois, solicitor with employees; William Martin Geldart, barrister at law; John 
Heydon Goold, solicitor; Arthur Pierre Poley, barrister at law; Eustace Sherrard, solicitor; 
Charles Gilbert Sherwood, solicitor 
LAW STUDENT 
Herbert Frederick Cornes – trainee Barrister at Law 
MINISTERS OF RELGION 
Rev. Henry John Belcher, Presbyterian minister; Rev. Robert George Christall, RC priest; 
Rev. Emile Guillaume Etienne Du Plerny, RC priest; Rev. Caspar John Lutz, RC priest. 
GENERAL MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS 
Dr. Arthur Mantell Daldy; Dr. Roger Neville Goodman; Dr. Charles Edwin Wheeler; Dr. 
Edward John Woolley. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS 
Dr. Henry Beale Collins, Medical Officer of Health, Kingston; George Washington Fox, Clerk 
to the Justices of Kingston; Hugh O’Donaghue Macan, Organising Secretary, Surrey County 
Council; Harold Albert Winser, Town Clerk of Kingston. 
CIVIL SERVANTS 
Benjamin Morris Oakeshott, Office of Masters in Lunacy; John William Sowrey, Inland 
Revenue.  
DENTISTS 
William Francis Mellersh; Dr. James Sim Wallace. 
JOURNALIST  
Dudley William Walton. 
 
For comparison, The History, published in 1986, provides a contemporaneous 

list of Member’s occupations as follows: accountants, advertising managers, 

architects, artists, bankers, civil servants, doctors, economic consultants, 

hospital administrators, housewives, insurance brokers, photographers, retired 

persons, schoolteachers, solicitors, stockbrokers, students [school & university], 

transport executives and unemployed persons.  It is notable that retired persons 
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and the unemployed do not feature in Table 1, but there was a mature student, 

Herbert Frederick Cornes, aged 30,  reading for the Bar.   On the face of it, with 

the exception of Cornes, the  members of KDS in 1901 appeared to be engaged 

in full time work.    Furthermore, no housewives were members in 1901.  

According to the History, women could not be members of KDS until 1947, 

although Ladies’ Nights were held beforehand. If more was known about the 

backgrounds of the members in 1986, it would be possible to classify them 

accordingly. 

A good name? 
The process for electing a candidate for membership of KDS was evidenced in 

its early minutes.  The first stage was an announcement at a meeting by a 

member who intended to propose a named candidate at the next meeting.  At 

that meeting the candidate formally was proposed and a seconder was 

requested. If there was no seconder, the candidate was not elected.  When 

there was a proposer and seconder, a vote was taken.  From 1890, this was 

facilitated by the ballot box presented by Dr Beale Collins [above].  If there were 

no dissenting votes, the candidate was elected.   

This process would have allowed members to decide whether a candidate’s 

good name, or reputation, was acceptable in the light of their knowledge of it 

and to register, in a secret ballot, their assent for, or dissent to, his candidature.   

 At the KDS meeting held on 4 October 1900, three candidates were 

presented for election.  Edgar Hodges [above], was duly elected.  Nobody 

seconded the candidature of   Richard Matthews and he was not elected. The 

remaining candidate, Henry Bristow, although proposed and seconded, was 

not elected when a ballot was taken.   After discussion, there was a second 

ballot and again he was not elected.   It appears that considerably doubt existed 

about the good name of Richard Matthews, because there was no seconder at 

all for his candidature and that even after two ballots doubt remained in the 

minds of the KDS members who took part about the good name of Henry 

Bristow.  What was it about Richard Matthews and Henry Bristow that made 

the members of KDS reject them?   In the 1901 Census Matthews was a house 

decorator who was an employer, was aged 56, lived at 6 Piper Road, Kingston, 

was born on the Isle of Wight and was the married head of a household with 

three resident children and no resident servants. At the same time, Henry 
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Bristow was a clerk, was aged 26, lived in the household of his father, George 

Bristow who was a coal, lime and cement merchant at 1 London Road, Kingston. 

It was assumed that Henry Bristow worked for his father.55  Could these two be 

distinguished from Edgar Hodges who was elected to KDS? Some of his 

biographical details can be found above.    Importantly, he was proposed by his 

next door neighbour, Francis Geldart, who was the uncle of the KDS president, 

William Martin Geldart,  and, he was seconded by George Frederick Page, who 

was Hon. Treasurer of KDS.  Against this background, it seemed likely that the 

election of Hodges was a foregone conclusion because of his good connections 

with established members of KDS.  On the other hand, although Matthews and 

Bristow may have been virtually unknown to the KDS membership, who played 

safe by not electing them. But perhaps there were other factors, not revealed 

in the minutes, which made them “black sheep”. 

Leading men of Kingston? 
What is the meaning of this term?  On 2 November 1907 the Surrey Comet 

reported on a dinner given to the Mayor of Kingston by the Kingston & District 

Traders’ Association and Chamber of Trade. The numerous guests present 

included the Town Clerk, Mr Winser and Councillor Gibson. Apologies had 

been received from Dr Goodman, and Mr Page JP.  Clearly they had been 

invited to the dinner but could not attend it.  All these men were members of 

KDS in 1901 and another guest was Mr Valentine Knapp, one of the original 

members of the Society.  During the Mayor’s review of the past year, he 

remarked that he found it “gratifying that one of the leading traders of the town 

recently had come forward to serve the burgesses and that he should like to 

see more competition amongst the leading men of the town for places on the 

council”.  The Mayor’s reference to the leading men of the town appeared to 

focus on those who had been invited to the dinner and certainly he alluded to 

the leading traders and councillors of Kingston.  Thus in 1907, and perhaps in 

1901, some KDS members were among the leading men of Kingston, although 

George Washington Fox and Alfred Wyeth Homersham, original members of 

KDS, were not present at the abovementioned dinner.      
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Age when elected, age upon death, life expectancy & birth place  
Of the 48 members, when elected to KDS, the age range was 21 – 72, with a 

mean age of about 33 years.  Half the membership was under 30 years of age 

and most were under 40 years of age, when elected.  

Of the 42 members [88%] whose age upon death could be found, the range 

was 50 - 93 years of age, with a mean of 71 years of age.  17% was aged 

between 50-60, 24% was aged between 61 - 70, 33% was aged between 71-

79 and 11% was aged between 81 - 93 upon death.   According to the UK Office 

for National Statistics, the life expectancy at birth for men born in England and 

Wales between 1841-1881 ranged from 40 - 45.56  Thus it can be seen that 

generally members of KDS in the Spring of 1901 had a greater life expectancy 

at birth than that which was usual.  For example, when they died William Henry 

Belcher was aged 93, Thomas Eli Bennett was aged 82, Arthur Pierre Poley 

was aged 82 and Eustace Sherrard was aged 89 years.  However, this cannot 

be attributed solely to their membership of KDS. Other factors need to be 

considered when offering an account for the finding, such as survival from the 

risk of infant and child mortality, nutrition, healthcare provision and lifestyle. 

Perhaps simply being middle class was the biggest determinant of increased 

life expectancy. Clearly, this needs further investigation. 

Only four members [8%] were born in Kingston upon Thames and 41 

members [85%] were born elsewhere in the British Isles.  Three members [7%]  

were born overseas One member was born in Australia, one was born in 

Germany and one was born in Switzerland.  

Household & marital status 
33 members were heads of household, nine lived in the household of a relative], 

five were boarders in households of non-relatives and one was a lodger in the 

household of a non-relative. 29 members were married.  19 were unmarried.  

Two of the married members had no resident children.  27 of the married 

members had resident children, one had six resident children and two had five 

resident children. 27 members lived in household with resident servants.  3 

members had four resident servants.   

Salaries &  earnings  
The annual salaries of four members were discovered.  Dr Henry Beale Collins, 

MOH, for Kingston, was paid £350 in 1901.   George Washington Fox, Clerk to 
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Kingston Justices, was paid £500 in 1901 and Hugh O’Donaghue Macan, 

Organising Secretary, for SCC, was paid £1,200 in 1905. Routh, reported that 

a 2nd Class Clerk in the Civil Service, such as Benjamin Morris Oakeshott, 

would have been paid £380 in 1913 and it was assumed that John Sowrey, a 

surveyor of taxes would have had a similar salary.  Routh also provided 

estimates for the annual earnings of solicitors, barristers, GPs, dentists and 

teachers in 1913 [Table 2] which indicated the order of their earnings in 1901.  

The National Archives Currency Converter [NACC] calculated, for example, 

that a skilled tradesman would need to work for about three years in 1901 to 

match Collins’ annual salary; he  would need to work for about four years in 

1901 to match Fox’s salary; he would have to work for about ten years in 1905 

to match Macan’s salary and he would have to work for about three years to 

match the salary that  Benjamin Morris Oakeshott would have been receiving 

in 1913. Thus in 1901, the annual salary  of Collins, Fox,  Macan and Oakeshott, 

would have been considerably higher than that of a skilled tradesman. The 

History records that the annual subscription to KDS in 1901 would have been 

four shillings per session or seven shillings and six pence for the year. The 

NAAC calculated that the annual subscription was worth £29 in 2017 which 

represented the daily earnings of a skilled tradesman. The NACC website 

cautions that the result of the calculation is intended to be a general guide to 

historical values, rather than a categorical statement of fact.57   

Wealth 

Wealth, resulting from earnings, financial investments and other sources, is 

difficult to assess, especially when income is unknown.  As has been argued 

before, the number of rooms in a particular residence and the number of its 

resident servants might provide an indication of the head of household’s wealth 

at a particular time.58  For example, George Washington Fox lived at 57 Eden 

Street, Kingston, in 1901 and in 1911.  In 1911 the Census found that this house 

had ten rooms and that the household had three resident servants, whereas in 

1901 the Census reported one resident servant. 

In the 1901 Census, William Henry Belcher lived at “Castle Douglas” Cranes 

Park, Surbiton with two resident servants. The 1911 Census found that this 

house had nine rooms.  On the other hand, in 1901 Henry George Gibson lived 

in a household with no resident servants that according to the 1911 Census 
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had 6 rooms.  Over half of the members [56%] lived in household with resident 

servants.   

 
TABLE 2. APPROXIMATE SALARIES & EARNINGS OF MEMBERS OF KDS, SPRING 1901 

Name Salary or 
earnings 

Date Skilled tradesman’s 
earnings1  

Hugh Macan, Organising Secretary, SCC £1,200 
[£94,000] 1 

19052 3636 days  
[about 10 years] 

Harold Winser, Town Clerk,  Kingston £800 
[£63,000] 1 

19013 2424 days  
[about 7 years] 

Solicitors, e.g, Charles Sherwood £568 
[£44,000] 1 

19134 1721 days 
[about 5 years] 

George Fox, Clerk to Kingston Justices £500 
[£39,000] 1 

19013 1515 days 
[about 4 years] 

Barristers, e.g., Arthur Poley £478 
[£37,000] 1 

19134 1448 days 
[about 4 years] 

GPs, e.g., Dr Daldy £395 
[£31,000] 1 

19134 1196 days 
[about 3 years] 

2nd Class Clerk, Civil Service, e.g., 
Benjamin Oakeshott 

£380 
[£30,000] 1 

19134 1151 days 
[about 3 years] 

Dentists, e.g., William Mellersh £368 
[£29,000] 1 

19134 1115 days 
[about 3 years] 

Dr Collins, MOH, Kingston £350 
[£27,000] 1 

19013 1060 days 
[about 3 years] 

Teachers, e.g., Harry Howard £154 
[£12,000] 1 

19134 466 days 
[about 1.3 years] 

Notes 
1.  Using the National Archives Currency Converter [NACC], the number of days/years that a 
skilled tradesman would have to work to earn as much as the relevant KDS member. The sum in 
brackets is the approximate worth in 2017 calculated by the NACC. 
2. Surrey Comet, 9 July 1905. 
3. Surrey Comet, 26 October 1901. 
4. Approximate earnings according to Routh, 1965. 

 

3 members [6%] had four resident servants.   Accumulated wealth over a 

lifetime can be indicated by probate records. Table 3 lists the effects, of 37 KDS 

members according to Probate records.  As deaths occurred in different years, 

to enable comparison, the effects are expressed as approximate worth in 2017 

by use of the NACC.  It is notable that the effects of Messrs. Anderson 

[£154,893 in 1947], Goold [£65,352 in 1937], Cornes [£87,740 in 1945], 

Mellersh [£80,760 in 1947], Sowrey [£59,045 in 1945], Daldy [£40,854 in 1946] 

Goodman [£30,793 in 1941] and Fox [£29,000 in 1939] would have been worth 

about £4.3 million - £1.1 million in 2017. 
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TABLE 3. MEMBERS OF KINGSTON DEBATING SOCIETY IN 1901,  
EFFECTS EXPRESSED AS APPROXIMATE WORTH IN 2017 

Mr H. H. D. Anderson £4.3 million 
Mr W. Belcher £27,463 

Mr T. E. Bennett £9,302 
Mr W. Burton £329,937 

Dr H. Beale Collins £12,029 
Mr J. A. Clémence £631,334 

Mr H. Cornes £3.1 million 
Rev R. Christall £18,113 
Dr A. M. Daldy £1.4 million 

Rev E. Du Plerny £97,347 
Mr C. Fisher £59,796 
Mr G. W. Fox £1.1 million 

Mr W. M. Geldart £119,335 
Mr F. Geldart £892,357 

Mr H. G. Gibson £4,188 
Dr R. N. Goodman £1.2 million 

Mr J. H. Goold £3.3 million 
Mr C. G. Graves £266,178 

Mr E. Hodges £55,739 
Mr A. W. Homersham £507,668 

Mr H. E. Howard £19,099 
Mr A. Jackson £201,137 
Rev C. J. Lutz £11,824 

Mr W. F. Mellersh £2.9 million 
Mr A. S. Millar £16,174 
Mr G. F. Page £144,125 

Mr H. B. Pinnock £34,349 
Mr W. Powell £21,473 

Mr E. Sherrard £401,549 
Mr C. G, Sherwood £71,837 

Mr J. Sowrey £2.1 million 
Mr. D. W. Walton £2,362 
Dr J. Sim Wallace £300,632 
Mr H. A. Winser £151,778 

Mr C. M. Willmott £46,317 
Dr C. E. Wheeler £77,116 
Dr E. J. Woolley £308,393 

 
Education 
No record of education could be found for 21 of the members although it was 

assumed that all had received sufficient education to be able to carry out the 

work that they did and certainly to be able to appreciate the quality of speeches 

in KDS debates. The two civil servants would have been sufficiently educated 

to be appointed to the posts that they held and perhaps they had passed Civil 

Service entrance examinations. The three public elementary schoolmasters 

had either undergone a period of pupil teacher apprenticeship or had attended 

a teachers’ training college.59 
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The solicitors would have passed the examinations prescribed by the Law 

Society and had undergone a period of articled clerkship.60 Barristers would 

had passed the Bar examinations.  The three RC priests all had undergone 

training in a seminary for about six years before ordination.  About one-third  of 

the membership had received university-level education and it was notable that 

all the GPs and one dental practitioner  had obtained the higher MD degree.  

The overall impression was that KDS members in 1901 generally were well-

educated. 

Zeal and energy of members 
The Programme [Figure 1] states that meetings of KDS started at 8.15 pm.  

The poem of 1896, which outlines the conduct of debates, Figure 4, indicates 

that the speeches for and against the motion were closed at 10.40 pm.  This 

might suggest that the meeting was over by 11 pm. The History, citing Fox, 

notes that Harry Howard, one of the Hon. Secretaries of KDS in 1901, was 

willing to attend a meeting which finished so late in the evening that he missed 

the last tram or bus for Hampton where he lived and so had to walk the whole 

way home, a distance of about three miles, on a winter’s night, whatever the 

weather. Fox considered that it spoke highly of Howard’s zeal, or sense of duty, 

that he did this after a hard day’s work as the Headmaster of St Luke’s School, 

Kingston.  It is worthy of comment that Howard must have had sufficient energy, 

drive and determination left at the end of a hard day’s work to be able to do this.  

Howard’s companion at times on the walk home would have been Francis 

Geldart, who also lived in Hampton.  As a self-employed insurance agent with 

a family to support, it can be assumed that he had put in a hard day’s work 

before attending a meeting. As all but one other member of KDS, who was 

studying for the Bar, was in full time work which may have been demanding, it 

can be assumed that when those who attended the debates did so because 

they still had sufficient energy left and welcomed the intellectual stimulus that a 

debate provided.    

Attendance at debates  
Table 4 shows the numbers of officers and members recorded at debates in 

1901. Visitors are not included.  It is notable that the debate scheduled for 24 

January 1901 was postponed because Queen Victoria had died two days 

previously. Attendance, excluding visitors, ranged between 19 – 33% of the 
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membership and often about 25% of the membership was present.  The highest 

percentage of the membership was at the debate on 18 April when the motion 

was “That all land should be owned by the state” and perhaps this reflected a 

high level of interest.   For comparison, The History contains graphs showing 

average attendance figures over three decades, the 1900s, the 1930s and the 

1970s.  1901 saw the highest total membership, i.e., 48 and it was concluded 

that over the three selected decades, on any particular evening roughly one-

third to two-fifths of the membership would have attended, although sometimes 

one half of the members would have attended.  

 
TABLE 4. KINGSTON DEBATING SOCIETY, SPRING 1901, OFFICERS & MEMBERS  

RECORDED AT DEBATES 
Officers elected for Autumn 1900 - Spring 1901 

President, W. Geldart; Ex-President, J. Sowrey; Vice- President  J. Goold; Treasurer, 
  G. Page; Secretary,  C. Fisher; Asst. Secretary, H. Howard. 

17 January  
 

Officers. President, Secretary, Asst. Secretary, Treasurer. Members. 
Oakeshott, Powell, F. Geldart, Hodges, Williams, Fox & Winser.  Total 
present = 11, 23%. 

24 January  Meeting cancelled because of death of Queen Victoria.  
31 January  Officer. President. Members. Collins, Du Plerny, Macan, Poley, Powell, F. 

Geldart, Hodges & Walton. Total present = 9, 19%.  
7 February  
 

Officers. President, Vice-President. Members. Howard, Collins, Fisher, Du 
Bois, Winser, Poley, Powell, Bailey, Cornes & Walton. Total present = 12, 
25%. 

14 February  
 

Officers. President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Asst. Secretary.  
Members.  Fisher, F. Geldart, Du Bois, Sawer, Winser, Bailey,& Walton.  
Total present = 12, 25% 

21 February  Officers. President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Asst. Secretary.  
Members.  Fisher, F. Geldart, Du Bois, Sawer, Winser, Bailey & Walton. 
Total present = 12, 25%. 

28 February Officers. President, Asst. Secretary. Members.  Du Plerny, F. Geldart, 
Fox, Fisher, Du Bois, Bailey, Winser & Collins. Total present = 10, 21%. 

7 March  
 

Officers. President, Asst. Secretary. Members.  Collins, Sawer, Fox, F. 
Geldart, Hodges, Du Bois, Fisher & Bailey. Total present = 10, 21%. 

14 March  
 

Officers. Asst. Treasurer, Secretary. Members.  Fisher, Williams, F. 
Geldart, Du Bois, Sawer, Burton, Bailey, Walton & Winser. Total present = 
11, 23%. 

21 March  
 

Officers. President, Asst. Secretary. Members. Christall, Sawer, Hodges, 
F. Geldart, Fisher &  Winser. Total present = 8, 17%.  

28 March  
 

Officers. President, Asst. Secretary. Members. Christall, Collins, Fisher, 
Du Bois, F. Geldart, Williams, Bailey, Cornes, Sawer &  Winser. Total 
present = 12, 25%. 

18 April  
 

Officers. President, Ex-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Asst. Secretary. 
Members.  Collins, Wallace, Sawer, Hodges, Cornes, Du Bois, F. Geldart, 
Fisher, Bailey, Winser & Walton. Total present = 16, 33%. 

25 April  
 

Officer. Asst. Secretary. Members. Collins, Cornes, Williams, F. Geldart, 
Millar, Sawer, Bailey & Walton.  Total present = 9, 19%. 
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FIGURE 4. TRANSCRIPT OF A POEM, “THE KINGSTON DEBATING SOCIETY” 

BY “NEMO”, SURREY COMET, 3 OCTOBER 1896 
 

Now in the year’s decline, and lengthening nights,  
The keen Debaters wage their wordy fights; 

In order ranged around the table sit 
Men versed in wisdom and replete with wit; 
There Primus holds the Presidential chair, 

On Prior lightly falls the “Vices” care; 
Here Scribe fills his Secretarial part, 

There Censor vainly tries the fiscal art,  
Intent to the empty treasury to fill 

And ward off threatenings of financial ill. 
But let this pass, and turn we now to show 

How orators are formed, and taught to grow 
At half-past eight – or somewhat nearer nine –  
In “Private Business” members seek to shine 

One or another catches at his chance, 
And with the “Chair” oft tries to break a lance; 

Incensed at some infringement of a rule,  
Untaught his fiery vehemence to cool,  

He raises “points of order” by the score, 
And suffers no one else to keep the floor. 
By this the clock is marking nine-fifteen,  

And “Public Business” soon must intervene; 
But members first some slight refreshment take, 

And cups of coffee serve their thirst to slake; 
Then light their pipes, and  eagerly await  
The opening of the “Motion for Debate” 
At first the “Mover” rises from his seat, 

Or as some phrase it “gets upon his feet”, 
And, with preludial cough his case unfolds,  

Whilst breathless interest every member holds; 
His “telling points” evoke a hearty cheer,  

Which harshly grates upon the “Opposer’s” ear. 
But should the “Mover’s” logic prove at fault,  
The “Opposer’s” pencil never seems to halt 

But o’er his note book rapidly to fly,  
While “Question? Question?” all the member’s cry. 

At length the peroration ends the speech,  
Which loud applause receives from all and each. 

Then next the “Opposer” rises from his place,  
With feigned assurance stamped upon his face; 

He rather thinks his “Honourable Friend” 
The “Motions terms” can’t rightly comprehend; 

So sets to work, and without more ado,  
He takes the “Programme” and he reads it through  

(- for thus his perspicacity’s evinced, even  
though the “Mover” may not be convinced - ) 

And then proceeds to enforce his private sense, 
With much display of fervent eloquence,  

The limit reached, he too resumes his seat,  
And lengthened silence cools forensic heat,  

Now comes the private member’s turn to speak, 
To urge his point, and prove the reasoning weak; 

Here one inclines to take the “Mover’s” view,  
And thinks the “Opposer’s” votes will be but few; 

Another claims the “Opposer’s” in the right, 
And augurs for the case a good close fight; 
A third’s inclined to take a middle course,  

Unable either verdict to endorse; 
And last of all “Amendments” are proposed, 
Until “ten-forty” all these speeches closed. 

Then when the “Mover” and “Opposer”, too,  
Had once more tried the other to outdo,  

The Chairman read the “Motion” from the “Chair”, 
And called the “House” its verdict to declare; 
With loud applause the voting was received, 

And though some losers felt themselves aggrieved,  
Yet, when the “House” broke up it is presumed 

They in the darkened streets their wordy strife resumed. 
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Opposite beliefs  
Some KDS members held opposite  beliefs.  Councillor William Henry Belcher 

was President of the Kingston Anti-Vaccination Society and John Henry 

Belcher spoke publicly against vaccination. On the other hand, Dr Henry Beale 

Collins, Kingston’s Medical Officer of Health was very much for compulsory 

smallpox vaccination of children and had a low opinion of those who opposed 
John Henry Belcher, if he had Unitarian leanings in 1901, would have opposed 

the doctrine of the Holy Trinity while it was very much part of the belief of the 

RC priests.  That  KDS  accommodated members who held opposite beliefs is 

not surprising because the essence of its debates was formal proposal and 

opposition of motions, i.e., a need to find persuasive arguments for and against 

any proposition.  However, Table 4 shows that while Dr Collins and the priests 

attended debates in the Spring of 1901, neither of the Belchers attended and 

there were no opportunities for face-to-face engagements at the meetings. 
CONCLUSIONS 
In the Spring of 1901 KDS had 48 members but not all attended the debates in 

that season. All were male: women were not allowed to join until 1947. They 

represented the various sections of middle-class society at the time and no 

manual workers were identified.  Their earnings generally were higher than that 

of a skilled tradesman at the time and when they died some members were 

very wealthy, which indicates a lifetime high earnings capacity, from whatever 

sources.  All KDS members were well-educated.  Just under 70% were heads 

of household.  About 60% were married and of these about one half had 

resident children.  50% of the membership lived in a household with at least 

one resident servant.  When elected, the age range was 21-72, with a mean 

age of about 33 years.  Roughly 50% of the membership was under 30 years 

of age and most was under 40 years of age, when elected. Of the 42 members 

whose age upon death was found, the range was 50-93 years of age, with a 

mean of 71 years. Generally, KDS  members had a greater life expectancy at 

birth than 40-45 years, which usual for most of the population of England and 

Wales at the time. However, this cannot be attributed solely to the membership 

of KDS and further investigation is needed. Perhaps, simply being middle class 

was the biggest determinant of increased life expectancy and this needs 

investigation.  Only four members were born in Kingston, 41 members were 
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born elsewhere in the British Isles, one was born in Australia, one was born in 

Germany and one was born in Switzerland.   The only stated qualification for 

membership was a good reputation and election was by secret ballot.  About 

40% worked in business as employees, employers or proprietors. The 

remainder included medical and dental practitioners, lawyers, teachers, civil 

servants, local government officers and ministers of religion.  The  Town Clerk, 

Clerk to the Justices, the Medical Officer of Health and a former Mayor were 

members: all could be considered to be leading men of Kingston.  Most 

appeared to be in full time work, which may have been demanding, but attended 

debates that started at 8.15 pm and extended until late in the evening.  It can 

be assumed that did this because they still had sufficient energy left and 

welcomed the intellectual stimulus that a debate provided.    
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