
This presentation was given at a meeting of the Kingston upon
Thames Society held in the Judge Theatre of Tiffin School on 17
November 2021. With some editing, it is based on a paper
“Charles Lock Luck, 1833-1890, a Surbiton architect”, 1 March
2021, on the website, www.kingstonhistoryresearch.co.uk The
presentation includes later research which was possible after the
easing of Covid-19 lockdown measures and it addresses some of
the points made during the discussion after the talk.
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Charles Lock Luck was born on 24 November 1833 at the Paragon,
Blackheath, now on the southeast outskirts of London, then in the
historic county of Kent. He was the second of six sons of Frederick
Luck, a very wealthy silk merchant, and Jane Lee Luck. His
mother’s maiden name was Lock and his second forename
reflected this. Frederick Luck died of consumption in 1845 when
Charles was about 12 years old. Charles Lock Luck was a
beneficiary of his father’s estate and later of his mother’s estate
after she died in 1859. It seems likely that these legacies made it
possible for Charles Lock Luck to set himself up as an architect and
to support him until his career took off. Possibly, his early life in
this grand place stimulated Charles Lock Luck to become an
architect.
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The Paragon, Blackheath, in modern times. It is a crescent of
seven pairs of houses linked by colonnades, designed by the
architect, Michael Searles. The freeholder, John Cator, intended the
high-quality houses to appeal to upper-middle class buyers.
Moreover, to ensure that his development met the requirements of
his respectable tenants, restrictive covenants in the leases
excluded any activity in the houses beyond domestic residence;
e.g., nobody was permitted to exercise the business of school
master, tallow chandler, butcher and other trades or crafts. For
this reason, probably Frederick Luck maintained a second
residence in Gillingham, Kent, more suited to his business
interests.
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Luck’s application form for Fellowship of the Royal Institute of
British Architects [RIBA], dated 1884, shows that he was articled for
five years to Charles Smith of Mercers’ Hall, Old Jewry, London.
Smith, a founding Fellow of RIBA, was surveyor to the Mercers’
Company. Michael Lock, Charles Luck’s grandfather, was a
Freeman, of the Worshipful Company of Mercers and perhaps
through the Mercer’s connection the articles were arranged. For
two years, Lock was an improver in the practice of Benjamin
Ferrey. He was a Fellow of RIBA in 1839, and twice Vice President
of RIBA. His works in Surrey included Christ Church in Esher
[1853], the former national schools opposite Esher Green [1859],
additions to St Nicholas Church in Thames Ditton and the old
Vicarage, Thames Ditton. Luck started independent practice in
1859. I am grateful to staff of the Library of RIBA for access to
Luck’s biographical file which contains his application form.
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The date on the stone above the doors of the the National Schools,
Esher Green, is “May 1859” which is presumably when the building
was officially opened. It is conjectured that Charles Lock Luck
played a part in the design of the building when he was an improver
in Benjamin Ferrey’s architectural practice.
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Charlton House Chambers, 12 Regent Street, London where
Charles Lock Luck started his architectural practice in 1859. It
remained his office for the rest of his professional life. For a time,
Luck was in partnership with Thomas Henry Rushforth, ARIBA.
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Charles Lock Luck moved to Claremont Road, Surbiton, around
1860 and thereafter he lived in nearby Adelaide
Road. It seems likely that he moved to Surbiton because it was
very easy to travel to his office in Regent Street and elsewhere. He
lived in Adelaide road, a few minutes walk to Surbiton Station, until
the time of his death in 1890.
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Adelaide Road seen from St Mark’s Hill, Surbiton. Modern houses
and blocks of flats stand on the site of the original buildings, some
of which dated from Thomas Pooley’s times - see
www.kingsonhistoryresearch.co.uk “Advent of Suburbia. Thomas
Pooley, the railway & Surbiton, 1791-1856, 21 June 2016.
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Dulverton Court, Adelaide Road, Surbiton, where with reference to
Victorian street directories, it is possibly the site of Charles Lock
Luck’s house where he lived for about 30 years. I am grateful to
staff of Kingston History Centre for access to Its collection of
digitised street directories.
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In the Census of 1881, Charles Lock Luck was living in
Adelaide Road with Julia, his wife, Margaret his daughter, Richard
Locke, Julia’s nephew, and three servants.
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Charles Lock Luck’s FRIBA nomination form lists his architectural
designs. The first was Christ Church, parsonage and schools,
Surbiton, completed in 1863. Others included enlargement of St
Peter’s Church, Norbiton, Kingston Workhouse Infirmary, St
Matthew’s Church, Surbiton, St Paul’s Church, Kingston Hill,
almshouses in Kingston, The Chatham House of Refuge, The
London Throat Hospital, Ridley Hall Theological College,
Cambridge, two churches on the Isle of Wight, two churches in
Kent, a church in Upper Holloway, London, a church in Peckham,
London, a church in Grindelwald, Switzerland and some houses. I
will mention some of these in due course.
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An advertisement for contributions towards a proposed new church
on Surbiton Hill, which was to become Christ Church, appeared in
the Surrey Comet of 11 January 1862. It showed that Charles Lock
Luck already had contributed £50 to the project [worth about
£3,000 in 2017]. Luck’s donation was one of the highest made and
I suggest that this would prove to be a very good investment for
him in the development of his architectural career.
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Christ Church, Surbiton, was consecrated in August 1863. it
appeared that there was controversy of the choice of site for this
new church and who should be the architect. An advertisement in
the Surrey Comet in 1862 indicated that a site had been earmarked
for a church on the Southborough Estate [which later became St
Matthew’s Church] and subsequent correspondence in the
newspaper revealed that there was an expectation that the
architect of Christ Church was to be Peter J. Dalton. More will be
said later about all this.
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Two more views of Christ Church in King Charles’ Road, Surbiton.
Charles Lock Luck also designed adjacent schools, which no
longer exist, and an extension of the church.
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St Peter’s Church, Norbiton, was enlarged by Charles Lock Luck to
provide for a growing local population. The new works were
consecrated on 24 January 1867 by the Bishop of Winchester and
there was a celebratory lunch for the reopening of the church, at
which Luck was present. The Rev. Edward Garbett, incumbent of
Christ Church, Surbiton, said that Luck had provided, “nothing
showy but a substantial building” that was “satisfactory to all and a
credit to the architect”.

Luck also designed a new school for the Parish of All Saints’ in
Kingston which formally was opened on 29 November 1873. Later,
he designed a mission room and infants’ school for St Peter’s
parish. It was ready for use at the end of March 1885.
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Charles Lock Luck designed Kingston Workhouse Infirmary, now
Regent Wing of Kingston Hospital. The origin of the project could
be traced to a report of an inspection, on 14 January 1867, of the
Workhouse by Dr Edward Smith, a newly appointed poor law
inspector, who wrote, “it is clear that the accommodation for the
sick is insufficient and is not well arranged”. The Guardians, on 26
March 1867, appointed Luck as architect for the new Kingston
Workhouse Infirmary on the strength of a recommendation for his
professional ability in the building of Christ Church, Surbiton, and
the enlargement of St Peter’s Church, Norbiton. Later, Luck was
appointed architect to the Guardians and carried out more
Workhouse development projects for them. I am grateful to Dr
Audrey Giles for the photograph.
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The new infirmary block was ready for use by early 1869. Regent
Wing of Kingston Hospital is earmarked for demolition with plans to
develop the site. It is hoped that this fine stonework above the
original entrance to the building, that depicts the biblical pool of
Bethesda, can be saved.
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The 170 ft. spire of St Matthew’s Church, Surbiton, seen from Ewell
Road. Cherry and Pevsner, 1983, called the building “the stateliest
church in Surbiton”. The church itself lies at the bottom of Surbiton
Hill. But the spire dominates the skyline at the top of the hill.
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On 18 August 1860, the Surrey Comet published a letter to the
Surbiton Improvement Commissioners from Peter J. Dalton,
architect and surveyor, stating that Robert Curling, the new owner
of the Southborough Estate on Surbiton Hill, planned to build
houses of a superior class on the estate. Then the general
understanding appeared to be that Dalton was to be the architect of
the new church. An editorial on 1 September 1860 reported that
the houses would be valued from £60 [worth £3,600 in 2017] to
£100 [worth £6,000 in 2017] and upwards and a site would be
donated for a church. The advertisement shows that the site for the
intended new church was that of the present St Matthew’s church.
In 1874, Robert Curling granted to the land for the new church to
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Charles Lock Luck was
appointed architect.
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In this Edwardian postcard showing St Matthew’s Church the
original vicarage can just be seen in the bottom right hand corner.
The church was consecrated on 21 September 1875 by the Bishop
of Winchester. The benefactor, Mr William Matthew Coulthurst,
stipulated that the patronage for the living of the church was to be
vested in five Trustees. He signed a memorandum for them that
made it clear that the incumbent was firmly to adhere to the Thirty
Nine Articles of the Anglican Church and that the services were to
be conducted strictly in accordance with Evangelical doctrine. I am
grateful to Paul Lang for permission to use this postcard from his
collection.
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Coulthurst’s memorandum required the Trustees never to select a
clergyman who had any tendency towards Roman Catholic beliefs
and practices [see Richardson, 1888, Surbiton; thirty-two years of
local self-government, Bull & Son, Surbiton].
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The total cost of the church, and vicarage was £24,000 [worth
about £1.5 million in 2017]. All costs were met by William Matthew
Coulthurst who was an extremely rich man. He was a senior
partner in the bankers, Coutts & Company. A stone inserted on the
outside of the apse, states: “This church and vicarage were built
1874, by William Matthew Coulthurst, Esqr., of Streatham Lodge, in
this County, a thank-offering to God for blessings vouchsafed, for
the faithful preaching of his word. Also in memory of a much
beloved and only sister, Hannah Mabella Coulthurst.”
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Section of the six inch OS map, revised 1895, showing Christ
Church, the vicarage and the nearby associated school that
Charles Lock Luck designed [which no longer exists], St Matthew’s
Church and St Matthew’s Parish Schools. Please note that the
area around Christ Church is more built-up than that around St
Matthew’s Church. Six buildings designed by Luck are shown on
this map section of Surbiton Hill in 1895, of which five survive.
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Charles Lock Luck designed St Matthew’s Church, Borstal, Kent. It
was described as “a simple homely building of Kentish rag stone”
with “an unassuming little tower containing one solitary bell”.
Borstal – better known for its eponymous young persons’ prison -
was described as “a rising town a few miles from Rochester”. The
costs of the building were met by voluntary contributions and the
site was given by a local landowner.

Luck designed another church in Kent. This was St Mary’s at
Pluckley. Funded by a local vicar and his wife, it was finished in
1882. It was built to serve a small community centred around the
Pluckley Brick & Tile Works. St Mary’s, Pluckley, no longer exists
and probably it was bombed in WW2.
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Broomfield Lodge, on the site of the former St Matthew’s Parish
Schools which was designed by Charles Lock Luck and built by
James Horace Jarvis of Hook. The schoolroom was funded by
John & Henry Clayton in memory of their parents, at a cost of
£700. First opened in 1879, much later it became a police station.

Local residents encouraged the developer of Broomfield lodge to
retain as many of the original features as possible. This is related
in Bob Phillip’s book, “The story of Broomfield Road” published in
2021.
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The foundation stone of St Paul’s Church, Kingston Hill, was laid
on 6 June 1876. According to Cherry & Pevsner, 1983, and
Historic England, it was designed by Frank Peck in 1878. However,
reports in the Surrey Comet made it clear that Charles Lock Luck
designed the original building. It is likely that Frank Peck designed
the new chancel that was added to the church in 1912. Luck’s
original church was designed to replace a temporary iron church
that was due to close in June 1874 when the lease of its site
finished. St Paul’s, Kingston Hill, was consecrated by the Bishop of
Rochester on 30 October 1880.
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An undated plan, from Lambeth Palace Library, of the interior of St
Paul’s Church, Kingston Hill, drawn by “C. L. Luck, architect,
Charlton Chambers, 12 Regent Street”. This provides more
evidence that the original building was designed by Luck and not by
Frank Peck.
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This church, designed by Charles Lock Luck, was consecrated in
August 1880. The walls were built entirely of concrete made of
Portland cement and burnt ballast. It was faced externally by red
bricks and internally with yellow stock bricks. It was converted into
appartments in 1978.

Luck’s other church projects included extensive restoration of St
Mary’s, Barcombe, Sussex, in 1878- 1879, the addition of a tower
to Holy Trinity, Richmond, Surrey, 1880 [the tower was later
demolished] and the design of St. Mark’s, Peckham, London,
consecrated 1884, later damaged by enemy action in WW2 and
then demolished.
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Charles Lock Luck designed the initial phase of Ridley Hall
Anglican theological college in Cambridge. Built between 1879 and
1882. Its purpose was to prepare graduate evangelical candidates
for parish ministry. The caption of the photographic portrait -
“architect of Ridley Hall and constant friend of its work” -, highlights
Luck’s support for the college’s mission. I am grateful to Ridley
Hall for permission to use this photograph.

According to a eulogy delivered by the Rev. W. H. Ranken, Vicar of
Christ Church, Surbiton, Luck was “heartily attached to evangelical
principles and while he held his own views firmly there never was
the least narrowness or intolerance to those about him”.
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Luck’s designs for Ridley Hall included the main building with the
Principal’s house, Vice Principal’s apartments, housekeepers’
rooms, the Carr Memorial Library, the tower with the entrance
gateway, porter’s lodge, dining hall, common room, kitchens and
nine sets of rooms. The college opened on 20 January 1881 with
eight students in residence. After Luck died in 1890, the designs for
the second phase of construction, including the chapel and a new
block, were by William Wallace.
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Charles Lock Luck designed two churches on the Isle of Wight. St
John the Evangelist’s at Sandown was consecrated on 2 June
1881. The foundation stone of St Paul’s church at Shanklin was
laid in on 25 January 1875 and it was in use by 1885.
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On 2 February 1885, Charles Lock Luck’s application for
Fellowship of RIBA was approved. His sponsers were Ewan
Christian, President of RIBA, Edward L’Anson & George Barnes
Williams, both well-establishied Fellows of RIBA.
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Alderman William Cleave’s Almshouses, London Road, Kingston,
were originally built in 1668. A plaque on the flank wall of a row of
buildings in the courtyard behind states that three new almshouses
to the design of Charles Lock Luck were added in 1880 and
another, designed by him, was added in 1889.
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New almshouses designed by Charles Lock Luck were completed
in 1880.
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Ranyard’s Almshouse, designed by Charles Lock Luck, was
completed in 1889. The inscription above the door reads, “erected
to the beloved memory of Samuel Ranyard by his widow, 1889”. I
am grateful to Chris Cheek, Trustee of Cleave’s Almshouses, for
arranging access for photography.
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The church of St James the Apostle, Grindelwald, Switzerland, was
funded by the Colonial Church and School Society to provide
evangelical Anglican services for English-speaking tourists and
winter sports enthusiasts. It was the initiative of Canon George
Butler of Winchester who probably was an acquaintance of Charles
Lock Luck. Built almost entirely of Swiss pinewood by a local
contractor, it burned down with the rest of the town in 1892. I am
grateful to Dr James Bettley for this information.
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This slide lists other architectural designs of Charles Lock Luck that
on his FRIBA nomination form.
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Now to focus on Charles Lock Luck of Surbiton – the man himself.
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Charles Lock Luck, of “Kingston, Surrey” married Julia Robinson, of
Chelsea on 9 June 1860. They had three children, Mary, born
1862, John, born 1863 and Margaret, born 1864. For most of the
couple’s married life they lived in the same house in Adelaide road,
Surbiton.
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Charles Lock Luck and his family were loyal parishioners of Christ
Church, Surbiton, the church that Luck originally designed. He was
a member of the first council of Christ Church and in 1871-1873 he
was a church warden there. Luck was a member of the choir and
was an “indefatigable” Sunday School teacher at Christ Church. His
wife, Julia, ran a bible class for young men at Christ Church. In
1888, Charles Lock Luck was a member of the committee of the
newly-formed Surbiton Harmonic Society.
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For 20 years Charles Lock Luck served on the Surbiton
Improvement Commission and was described as “an active and
energetic member”. In particular, he worked hard on the
development of the Surbiton bye-laws. Luck was once a member of
the management committee of Surbiton Cottage Hospital. In 1885
he actively supported the campaign of the Conservative Party
candidate for the Kingston and Richmond Division, Sir J.
Whittacker Ellis.
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Charles Lock Luck “took the warmest interest in the Temperance
Movement” and was a member of the local branch of the Church of
England Temperance Society. He was a Director and Honorary
Architect of the Surbiton Hill Coffee Tavern Company Ltd. The
Anchor Coffee Tavern, Ewell Road, Surbiton was founded to
provide for teetotallers “attractive, comfortable and convenient
places of refreshment and recreation where coffee, tea, cooked
food and other refreshments of good quality [exclusive of
intoxicating drinks] may be obtained by the public at reasonable
prices”. Luck was a Vice President of the Kingston Total Abstinence
Society and was supporter of Surbiton YMCA.
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Sadly, Charles Lock Luck died at his home in Adelaide Road,
Surbiton, aged 56, on 19 February 1890. The cause of death was
entered as “Bright’s Disease”, i.e., kidney failure. Probably, he had
been ill for some time. His death certificate was signed by Dr
Matthew Owen Coleman who was Medical Officer of Health for
Surbiton
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Charles Lock Luck was buried at St. Mark’s Church, Surbiton.
There was a large funeral procession from his nearby home to the
church and the funeral was very well attended by prominent local
residents, including clergy and representatives of the Improvement
Commission and Temperance Movement. Hymns were sung by the
combined choirs of Christ Church and St. Mark’s Church. The vicar
of St. Mark’s, the Ven. Archdeacon Burney, conducted the burial
service. Unfortunately, Luck’s grave appeared to be among those
scattered when the church was bombed in 1940 and probably his
remains were among those reburied in Surbiton Cemetery in
August 2009. Probate records show that his estate was about
£10,000 [worth about £812,000 in 2017].
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Charles Lock Luck designed many public buildings, some in the
Kingston and Surbiton area. As I am not an architect, i am
reluctant to appraise their architectural merit. But if i was asked to
choose his best ones I would offer St Matthew’s Church, Surbiton
and Ridley Hall in Cambridge. Clearly, Luck was well-known and
highly regarded in Surbiton. A eulogy at a meeting of the
Improvement Commission stated that he was an “unobtrusive,
industrious, hardworking, self-denying man in the labours of the
Commission and on behalf of the ratepayers”. At the same
meeting, it was said that he had “devoted himself on all occasions
to the public good and to the parochial good”. In my view, if his
house in Adelaide Road existed still, it would be worthy of a
memorial plaque with his name on it.
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For more information and some references please see “Charles
Lock Luck, 1833-1890, a Surbiton architect”, 1 March 2021, on
www.kingstonhistoryresearch.co.uk
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